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A week or two ago Sir Edwin Cornwall, a Liberal Member 
of Parliament, asked how much money the Historical 
Manuscripts Commission had been costing of recent years. 
What the motive of his question was we do not profess to 
know. Possibly he thought he had discovered a new field 
for war-economy ; possibly he was indignant with the 
Philistines who hate all expenditure on learning and was 
anxious to demonstrate to them how little, in reality, we 


had to pay for the Commission’s valuable work. At any rate 
he got his answer, and it was that the money spent in the 
last five years had been : £ 

1911-12 .. 2,139 

1912-13 .. 2,282 

1913-14 .. 2,297 

1914-15 .. 2,366 


1915-16 .. o “ in 1,086 

We cannot say how the expenditure on the various 
volumes has been distributed. The decreased rate of 
expenditure suggests that retrenchments have already 
begun, that new work may have been per and that 
to save a few more thousands of pounds this series may be 
in process of suspension, like the Rolls Series and the Calen- 
dars of State Papers, those invaluable foundations for a 
sound history of England. But several volumes have 
appeared since the war began, and amongst them have been 
one of Wells Cathedral manuscripts, which throws a great 
deal of light on English social life in the sixteenth century, a 
very important collection of Lord Burghley’s papers, an 
instalment of the Stuart papers, and the two volumes under 
review. Of these the Polwarth MSS. contain a large mass 
of information useful to the historian of eighteenth century 





diplomacy ; but the contents of the other volume are of 
such a nature that if only they were universally dissemi- 
nated amongst journalists and politicians they might posi- 
tively assist the Government, and the cost of printing them 
might be reckoned as war-expenditure, and highly profitable 
war-expenditure. For one of the chief stimuli of the*more 
useless and undiscriminating kind of “ Ginger ” politician is a 
profound conviction, broad-based on complete ignorance, 
that the statesmen of his own day are decrepit and nerveless 
muddlers compared with their great predecessors. We do 
not propose to argue here the point whether our Ministers 
might not be replaced by better ones ; but we must certainly 
say that no one who reads Vol. IX. of the Dropmore Papers 
could wish that they should be replaced by the noblemen 
and gentlemen who “ piloted ” England through the later 
years of the Napoleonic Wars. For indecision, conflicting 
purpose, private-mindedness and, in some instances, cor- 
ruption, some of them could not be easily excelled. Little 
is remembered against them now by the ordinary man 
except the Walcheren Expedition, which is used as a parallel 
for that to the Dardanelles. But we feel as we read the 
references to it here that it is an insult to those responsible 
for the Dardanelles expedition to compare them with the 
men who sent 20,000 Englishmen to sit in a feverish swamp 
under a man who was known to be incompetent before he 
started. We cannot do more here than barely outline the 
nature of the volume; but we certainly commend it for 
contemporary reading. 

The volume contains selections from Lord Grenville’s 
papers for the three years 1807-1809. At the beginning of 
the period Lord Grenville was in office at the head of the 
Ministry of all the Talents ; the Duke of Portland’s term of 
office and the beginning of Mr. Perceval’s also come within 
the period covered. The volume is notable for the length 
and ability of Mr. Walter Fitzpatrick’s editorial intro- 
duction, a most illuminating sketch of the history of the 
period. We cannot help drawing attention to two easily 
remediable defects. One is the paucity of references to 
the actual numbers of the pages from which he is deriving 
information. The other is the lamentable copiousness of 
misprints. Mr. Perceval appears indiscriminately as ‘* Per- 
ceval”” and “ Percival,” both forms sometimes appearing 
on a single page ; we are given, similarly, a choice between 
“General Lestoecq” and “General Lestocqge,” and even 
poor Lord G. L. Gower—who has a strong hold on our 
affections since the publication of Castalia, Lady Granville’s, 
recent volumes—is now “ Leveson” and now “ Levison.” 
For all we know the more Semitic-looking form may be, 
archeologically, as correct as the other; but it would be 
just as well for Mr. Fitzpatrick, or his proof-corrector, to 
adopt one method of spelling and stick to it. And these 
misprints are only specimens. But, as we have remarked, 
the introduction is very good, and we suggest a study of it, 
and the whole volume, to those who have illusions about 
the English statesmanship of the Napoleonic era. The 
picture here presented is, with few exceptions, one of 
moral bankruptcy, selfishness, corruption, timidity, shilly- 
shally, and incompetence. 

Of home politics, in the modern sense, we hear little. 
The principal problem discussed is that of Ireland, which 
led to Grenville’s downfall. As “a result of long misrule 


and broken pledges of redress” “discontent permeated 
every class of the great majority of the Irish people, consti- 
stuting a danger for the British Monarchy, which the 
rapid progress of Napoleon in the subjugation of Continental 
Grenville at 


Europe made more formidable every day.” 
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last decided, as a concession, to throw open all commissions 
in the Army to Catholics (Irish soldiers were badly wanted, as 
recruiting was at its lowest, the war had to be carried on, 
and there might be need of cowing the working-classes at 
home), and secured the King’s assent to the introduction 
of a Bill. The half-mad old bigot’s feelings were then 
worked upon by his — and Ascendancy friends, 
and, to the astonishment of Ministers, he actually denied 
he had given his assent. Ultimately George wrote “ ex- 
pressing his fixed resolve never to make any further con- 
cession to the Catholics, and requiring from his Ministers 
a written pledge never again to trouble him with any pro- 
posal on the subject.” This pledge Ministers naturally 
could not give; resignations began; Grenville had un- 
happily lingered in office too long and “ afforded the King 
an unconstitutional prerogative which the Tory Opposition 
practically admitted and which the Sovereign continued 
to exercise in various ways until the end of the following 
reign.” The struggle between the old Army system and 
Windham’s reforms also takes space ; the old view, that of 
Lord Melville (Pitt’s War Secretary) was that “ the worst 
criminal made the best soldier,” and that good citizens 
should not be tempted into the Army by good treatment ! 

The foreign affairs which fill the volume present an almost 
uniformly unpleasant picture. The most prominent feature 
of the foreign policy of Lord Grenville’s Ministry after Fox’s 
death, says Mr. Fitzpatrick, “‘ seems to have been a selfish 
disregard of national obligations, which allies of Great 
Britain may well be excused for resenting as breaches of 
faith.” The worst episode, which came later, is the attack 
on Denmark. Canning charges Garlike, the British Minister, 
with neglect of duty because he did not report naval pre- 
parations which did not exist—the Danish fleet was com- 
pletely unready for sea. We seized Zealand and bombarded 
Copenhagen; and when the British commander made a 
convention with the Danes, Lord Castlereagh actually wrote 
to him to seize some pretext for breaking it. ‘‘ The Danes, 
however, scrupulously observed the conditions; and the 
commanders being, no doubt, heartily sick of the whole 
business, in which they had strictly followed their instruc- 
tions, refused to lend themselves to any trickery.” The 
subsequent rupture with the Czar, who accused us of in- 
citing him to attack France, deserting him, and using to 
forward our own interests in South America, Denmark, 
and Egypt the troops that should have diverted the French 
from Poland, makes scarcely better reading ; and for sheer 
disingenuousness one could scarcely beat the letters (pub- 
lished here) written by Canning to Garlike when the latter 
was protesting against the publication of selected documents 
to justify our Government. But what could be expected 
of such men ? Canning’s main desire was to be “ spirited ” ; 
Castlereagh was Castlereagh ; and the political morals of 
Perceval are illustrated by the fact that when, coming into 
office, he found an old pamphlet of his own inconvenient, 
he spent £10,000 of Government money on buying the 
copies in. Thomas Grenville, about the pleasantest person 
whose letters here appear, used phrases which have a very 
familiar ring when he wrote to Lord Grenville (April, 1809) 
that : 

The novel part of our present danger is the universally admitted 
and acknowledged incompetency and inadequacy of the present 
Government, and the universal persuasion of all men that our Min- 
isters are —_ the present occasion mere spectators of what is 
passing, without conceiving either the means or the necessity of 
taking any measures of security against the approaching tempest. 


He was speaking then of the discontents at home: “ the 
dirty buyings and sellings of Lord Castlereagh’s union,” 
“his shameless defiance of all principle in reference to 
the Catholic question,” and the blindness of Ministers to 
the need of moderate reform. For himself he preferred 
even Horne Tooke and Cobbett to these reactionaries, for 
they were less dangerous. He was a Whig, but the state of 
England after 1815 and the turmoil of 1832 justified him. 
It is impossible to give here adequate extracts from this 
mass of correspondence, which bears in about equal measure 
upon the vie intime of British politicians and the conduct 
of foreign politics and the war. But we cannot refrain from 
one more very British quotation. Lord Auckland (Oct., 








1809) writes to Lord Grenville giving him a list of prospective 
Ministerial appointments. He begins it with 
Lord Liverpool The War Department (now we shall 
march to Paris). 
The odd thing is that we did ultimately get there. 
Napoleon’s fault. 


It was 


AMERICAN NOTES 


Memorandum presented by His Majesty’s Government and the French 
Government to Neutral Governments regarding the Examination of 
Parcels and Letter Mails. Cd. 8223. 1d. 

Correspondence with the United States Ambassador respecting the 
” ing with the Enemy (Extension of Powers) Act, 1915,” 

Cd. 8225. 4d. 

Further Correspondence between His Majesty's Government and the 
United States Government respecting the Right of Belligerents, 

Cd. 8238. 2kd. 

Further Correspondence between His Majesty’s Government and the 

United States Government respecting the Rights of Belligerents, 
Cd. 8234. 3d. 

There is always a new Note in the neutral gamut. Indeed, 
one is inclined sometimes to feel that there is no reason 
(since there is no editor) why this correspondence 
should ever cease. It is always an intellectual pleasure 
to follow the staid New England mind through the 
dignified paragraphs in which it expresses its astonish- 
ment that one cannot make omelettes without breaking 
the rules of international law, and it may sometimes occasion 
a flicker of malicious satisfaction to see the Old World hit 
courteously back. 

The first trouble in the spring of 1916 was about letter- 
bags. The Allied Governments of Great Britain and 
France had taken to occupying the somewhat extensive 
leisure of their sailors by turning them on to the American 
parcels post. They found a number of most interesting 
things ; four hundred revolvers and considerable quantities 
of wool and rubber were among the more substantial 
Liebesgaben which kind gentlemen in America had en- 
trusted to the post in reliance on the provisions of Article 1 
of the 11th Hague Convention, 1907, that in future 
postal correspondence should be ‘‘inviolable” on the 
high seas. This generous clause had been introduced on 
the proposal of the German Government. But it has 
occurred to the skilled jurists of two Great Powers that a 
parcel is not correspondence, and this incontrovertible 
proposition is set out in measured tones in a prolonged 
Memorandum. They also point out that on the occasion 
of a general destruction of mails on board the torpedoed 
steamships Falaba, Lusitania, and Arabic, ‘‘ the Allied 
Governments are not aware that any protest regarding 
this postal correspondence has ever been addressed to the 
Imperial Governments’: that is really most unkind. 

The next trouble was about the statutory Black-list. 
This controversy, which is still proceeding without any 
noticeable improvement in the American contentions, 
opened with a neutral observation delivered in the tone of a 
conqueror that a British Act of Parliament, 

the apparent object of which is to prevent any person doing business 
in the United Kingdom from trading with enemies of Great Britain 
or with persons having enemy associations in any other part of 
the a. . . . is pregnant with possibilities of undue interference 
with American trade; if, in fact, such interference is not now 
being practised. 

Mr. Page went on to inform his auditor that Mr. Lansing 
is inclined to share the opinion generally held in the United States, 
that in the framing of this Act the right of persons domiciled in 
the United States—whether American citizens or subjects of the 
countries at war with Great Britain—to carry on trade with belli- 
gerent countries has been overlooked, and that the exercise of 
this right may be subject to denial or abridgment in the course 
of the enforcement of the above-named Act. 


There was no adequate repartee to this remarkable claim. 
The British Government mildly replied that they had 
passed ‘‘a piece of purely domestic legislation empowering 
them to restrict the activities and trade of persons under 
British jurisdiction in such a manner and to such an extent 
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as may seem to them to be necessary in the national 
interest.” They also said that they had a right 

to restrict the commercial activities of their nationals in any manner 

which may seem desirable to them by the imposition of prohibitions 
and peneRtice which are operative solely upon persons under their 
ju ction. 

They even said that this right of Parliament to legislate 
for the United Kingdom was “‘ inherent in sovereignty and 
national independence.” They might have added that if 
the United States wished to take a hand in British legis- 
lation, they must bear a share of British taxation as well, 
which, so far as one remembers, was the cause of that trouble 
in 1776. 

In the remainder of the correspondence one returns to 
the more familiar atmosphere of the Prize Court and 
a striking example of what Mr. Page describes as ‘‘ the 
uniform candour by which the relations of the two Govern- 
ments have in the past been characterised.” It is a highly 
ceremonious controversy in which either party praises the 
high intentions of the other before accusing it of highway 
jihers, and the lawyers of each side quote exclusively 
from the judges of the other. Mr. Page, overjoyed to 
receive from his adversary a copious statistical return of 
the steady increase of American exports, confines himself 
to the remark that ‘‘the comparative values fail to take 
into account the increased price of commodities resulting 
from a state of war,” and passes to the less painful topic 
of detained vessels. With the candour that has raged 
between the two countries since the Peace of Ghent he 
speaks of ‘‘the regard of His Majesty’s Government for 
the principles of justice so frequently and uniformly mani- 
fested prior to the present war,”’ which has, of course, been 
uicied by our violation of Belgian neutrality, our atrocities 
upon the civil population of northern France, and our 
wanton destruction of neutral lives and shipping. He 
then passes to the British blockade, which he does not 
recognise, and to the evidence of enemy destination admitted 
by the President of the Probate and Divorce Division 
sitting under the skull and crossbones of the Prize Court. 
He considers the many injuries of his country: the ‘* John 
D. Rockefeller,” the ‘‘ George W. Hawley,” and (worst of 
all) the ‘* Sir Ernest Cassel,” have been outrageously treated 
by an invention of the late Admiral Mahan known as “‘ the 
silent pressure of sea-power.” He adds that his Government 


cannot with complacence suffer further subordination of its rights 
and interests to the plea that the exceptional geographic positions 
of the enemies of Great Britain require or justify oppressive and 
illegal practices. 


But one cannot, with the best intentions, help the fact 
that the British Isles lie between the United States and 
the more convenient ports of access to the German Empire. 
The answer is admirably put in the final paragraph of the 
British reply :— 


His Majesty's Government have noted with sincere satisfac- 
tion the intimation contained in the concluding passages of the 
United States note, of the intention of the United States to under- 
take the task of championing the integrity of neutral rights. The 
first act of this war was the unprovoked invasion by the enemy 
of neutral territory—that of Belgium—which he was solemnly 
pledged by treaty to protect: the occupation of this territory was 
accompanied by abominable acts of cruelty and oppression in 
violation of all the accepted rules of war, atrocities the record of 
which is available in published documents ; the disregard of neutral 
rights has since been extended to naval warfare by the wanton 
destruction of neutral merchant ships on the high seas, regardless 
of the lives of those on board. In every theatre and in each phase 
of the war has been visible the same shocking disregard by the 
enemy of the rights of innocent persons and neutral peoples. His 
Majesty’s Government would welcome any combination of neutral 
nations under the lead of the United States which would exert an 
effective influence to prevent the violation of neutral rights, and 
they cannot believe that they or their Allies have much to fear 
from any combination for the protection of those rights which 
takes an impartial and comprehensive view of the conduct of this 
war, and judges it by a reasonable interpretation of the generally 
accepted provisions of international law and by the rules of humanity 
that have hitherto been approved by the civilised world. 


That is a long way from the Prize Court. But the staid 
New England lawyers, who count the minutes that a tramp 
steamer is detained at Kirkwall whilst Germany is shooting 
its prisoners, are a pretty good way from the war. 





POOR LAW, PUBLIC HEALTH AND 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


Forty-fourth Annual Report of the Local Government Board, 1914-15. 
Part I. Administration of the Poor Law, Old Age Pension Acts, etc. 
Special work arising out of the War. Cd. 8195. 5d. 
Part II. Housing and Town Planning, Cd. 8168. 2}d. 
Supplement containing the Report of the Medical Officer for 
1914-15. Cd. 8153. 64d. 

The total number of persons in receipt of poor law 
relief on the Ist January, 1915, was 762,060, a decrease 
of nearly 18,000 as compared with the previous year. 
Among the many interesting facts relating to this social 
wastage, perhaps the most significant is that no less than 
54.5 per cent. of the persons relieved were definitely 
ascertained to be suffering from sickness, accident, or 
bodily or mental infirmity, and that children formed 
— two-thirds of the remainder. The residue con- 
sisted of those who, while not suffering from a specific 
complaint, were weak or feeble ; a smaller number who were, 
broadly speaking, in health, but were more or less inefficient ; 
widows, wives living apart from their husbands, and wives 
whose husbands were in receipt of relief. It appears, there- 
fore, that when work is abundant, the able-bodied “lazy” 
pauper practically disappears. Applications for employ- 
ment at the Labour Exchanges were 51,337, an increase of 
27,037 as compared with the previous year. Of these 
applications 85,008 were entertained after investigation, 
work was offered to 24,888 applicants and was mabe for 
17,859. The total number of old-age pensioners in England 
and Wales on the 26th March, 1915, was 648,868, approxi- 
mately two-thirds being women. An interesting list is given 
of the generous donations of food, flour, cheese, salmon, 

tatoes, farm produce, &c., made by the various colonies 
in the early months of the war. When it became apparent 
that there would be very little distress a large part of the 
supply was made over to the Commission for Relief in 
Belgium at a price to be fixed by the Board of Trade, and 
the rest was handed over to the Army Council for the use 
of the troops. 

The Report on Housing and Town Planning shows that 
since 1909 there has been a very satisfactory increase of 
activity on the part of a large proportion of local authorities 
in pes ow with insanitary and defective property. The 
loans sanctioned for the provision of working-class dwellings 
for the year amount to £1,125,176, the greater part having 
been assented to in the first half of the year. Of that 
sanctioned during the latter half of the year, only a very 
small proportion will be allowed to be raised until after the 
war. It is curious to recall now that during the early 
months of the war, because an unprecedented demand in 
one direction was made upon the nation, we actually con- 
templated entering = a vigorous a in a totally 
different direction. Shortly after the outbreak of hostilities 
the L.G.B. issued a circular to local authorities urging 
them to prepare schemes for the provision of working-class 
dwellings in anticipation of unemployment, and before the 
end of the year no fewer than 134 schemes were submitted, 
involving an expenditure of over £1,150,000. Later develop- 
ments, of course, led to nearly all these being deferred. 

The Report of the Medical Officer shows that in matters 
affecting the health of troops and sanitation of camps, the 
Board has been working in close co-operation with the War 
Office. The Army aa ie authorities have deserved, and 
received, great credit for the high level of health which has 

revailed among the vast bodies of soldiers, and it is not 
mien this to acknowledge that an appreciable part of 
their success must be attributed to the ate of the Local 
Government Board and local sanitary authorities acting 
through their Medical Officers of Health. An example of 
the useful work done is furnished by the inspection of the 
conditions under which food for the troops was oy ared by 
contractors. This investigation was placed in the hands of 
Dr. MacFadden. In some of the principal food-preparing 
laces the conditions were quite satisfactory, but many 
instances were discovered in which manufacturers had 
not observed ordinary rules of cleanliness. It was quite 














Brive RB 
4 Semon | 


THE NEW STATESMAN 





Avuaust 26, 1916 





common to find foods being prepared in rooms littered with 
dirty rubbish; benches were dirty and loaded with grease, 
floors and walls cracked and uneven and harbouring dirt. 
Aprons and overalls, if worn at all, were often filthy, and in 
some instances old and dirty sacking was considered good 
enough for the workpeople to wear over their clothes. It 
was possible to make these inspections, since power to do so 
was reserved in the contracts, but under ordinary conditions 
sanitary authorities have very little control over the condi- 
tions under which food is prepared. Improved conditions 
in these places have now been secured, but Dr. MacFadden 
does not anticipate that they will be maintained when the 
work is no longer on war contracts. Is it too much to hope 
that these revelations may lead to permanent enlargement 
of the powers of sanitary authorities for securing that food 
is prepared under hygienic conditions ? As regards specific 
diseases, it is interesting to note that cerebro-spinal fever 
was very low among both the civil and military popula- 
tions for the first six months of the war, but in February 
and March of 1915 the notifications rose to a weekly average 
of about 70 among the troops and about 110 in the civil 
a. Notifications of scarlet fever in England and 
ales were 164,984. This disease has been steadily in- 
creasing since 1911, when the number of cases was 104,617. 
In London the notifications have increased from 10,500 to 
25,011. Notifications of diphtheria, 59,325, were also the 
highest recorded during the four years. It is evident that 
the isolation system is having very little influence upon the 
prevalence of these affections, but it is gratifying to note 
that the case mortality in both diseases has fallen substan- 
tially during the last twenty years. Enteric fever, a disease 
which forms a good index of sanitary conditions, was notified 
8,614 times. This number is rather higher than in 1913, 
but compares very favourably with 13,780 in 1911. Measles 
caused 9,144 deaths in England and Wales, a number only 
slightly less than those due to small-pox, enteric, scarlet 
fever and diphtheria combined, the four diseases against 
which sanitary administration is most active. Whooping 
cough caused 8,044 deaths. These figures justify the new 
efforts the Board is making to control measles and whooping 
cough. Circulars have been sent to local authorities pointing 
out the value of notification, prevention of the spread of 
infection, and provision of medical and nursing assistance. 

Measures for the treatment of tuberculosis are steadily 
increasing. On June 26th, 1915, one tuberculosis officer 
had been appointed for 145,000 persons in the administrative 
counties, and one for 110,000 in the county boroughs. The 
number of } pany: examined at the tuberculosis dispensaries 
in England and Wales was 82,311, of whom 41,127 were 
found to be suffering from the disease. The extent to which 
“‘contacts” are examined varies considerably, being satis- 
factory in some areas, but in the country as a whole still far 
from covering the ground. In the opinion of the Medical 
Officer this work is one of the most important functions of a 
dispensary service, and it should be the aim of every tubercu- 
losis officer to develop it to the fullest possible extent. The 
number of beds now available for the treatment of phthisis 
is 10,751, representing one bed for every 8,118 persons, as 
compared with 3,804 the previous year. Sanatoria and 
similar institutions were increased during the year from 
104 to 120. There is still much need for special institutions 
for the treatment of children. 

Dr. Newsholme contributes a special Appendix on Health 
Visiting and on Maternity and Child Welfare Centres, in 
which he points out the importance of considering the welfare 
of the mother and child together. About 40 per cent. of 
the total deaths of infants occur within a month of birth, 
and these are due very largely to conditions determined by 
the mother’s health before the birth of her infant. During 
the period of breast-feeding the child’s welfare is also directly 
dependent upon the mother’s health, hence the work of the 
Centre for mother and infant alike should be both ante-natal 
und post-natal. On the point of instruction of mothers, 
he says: “ Mothers who may be regarded as well-educated 
do not necessarily understand the management of an infant 
and may require—and will probably weleome—detailed 
instruction.” This is very true, though many practitioners 
would say that they have found more difficulty in persuad- 








ing well-educated mothers to follow their advice than 
ignorant women. 

In spite of the demands on the staff, the scientific work 
of the Board has not been neglected. Dr. Bruce Low has a 
valuable paper on the Epidemiology of Typhus; Drs, 
Mellanby and Twort have been investigating Infantile 
Diarrhcea ; Drs. Eastwood and Griffith have continued their 
study of tubercle bacilli in bone and joint disease, and Dr, 
Gauvain has investigated the Cutaneous Reactions of Bovine 
and Human Tuberculosis in the Human Subject. Dr. 
Twort’s researches so far indicate that infantile diarrhea 
cannot be ascribed to one specific micro-organism. 


THE POST OFFICE IN WAR-TIME 


Report of the Postmaster-General on the Post Office, 1914-15. (Cd. 
7955. 1s. 1d. 

Post Office Telegraphs and Telephones: Accounts for year 
ending March 31st, 1915, together with the Report of the 
Comptroller and Auditor-General. H. of C. 391. 3d. 

Owing to a war over which the Postmaster-Gencral had 
no control, the Annual Report for 1914-15 appeared much 
later than usual, but the jee does not diminish the interest 
of its contents, particularly those portions which bear 
upon the way in which the Department was affected by 
the war. The statistics of postal packets with which the 
Report opens show that the number carried was 5,637,100,000, 
a ieomane of 4.4 as against the previous year. There was 
a considerable decline in letters (chiefly in those posted in 
London); postcards fell off by 5.0 per cent.; halfpenny 
packets by 13.3 per cent., this abnormal decrease being 
due to the curtailment of advertising by post as a conse- 
quence of the war; there was an increase of 3.8 per cent. 
in newspapers, and one of 3.3 per cent. in parcels. Regis- 
tered letters and parcels considerably increased in number, 
owing to the extended use of the system by the friends 
of soldiers and sailors, and express delivery services de- 
creased by 18.5 per cent. to 2,052,115. In spite of the 
heavy pressure on the railways, a regular and efficient mail 
service was kept up. The use of motor vans was extended, 
these being employed on 250 services in all parts of the 
kingdom at the end of the year, and it was found that, 
save in hilly districts, mails can advantageously be delivered 
by postmen on motor-cycles with side-cars, when the 
mails are moderately heavy and the area to be covered 
is large. 

The despatch of forces overseas necessitated the estab- 
lishment of services with the Expeditionary Forces. By 
the end of March, 1915, the Army postal force numbered 
1,500 officers and men, which figure has since been largely 
increased. “* Except for a short period during the retreat 
from Mons the service has been carried on by the regular 
steamship services running between the various Channel 
ports, and maintained with unfailing regularity.” In 
many instances London newspapers reach the trenches on 
the day after publication. In March, 1915, the weekly 
number of letters was 3,000,000 and of parcels 230,000. 
By the beginning of this year these figures had been respec- 
tively doubled and almost quadrupled. Letters from the 
troops enjoy the privilege of free postage, as do also letters 
posted by the soldiers and sailors of our Allies, and letters 
for and from prisoners of war and interned civilians. Many 
foreign services were naturally suspended and many routes 
changed. The number of parcels received from and sent 
to places abroad (excluding those for or from soldiers and 
prisoners of war) was 5,119,700, of which over two-thirds 
were outward bound. This was a decrease of 25 per cent. 
as against 1913-14. 

The Post Office, during the second half of the year, paid 
out over 40,800,000 separation allowances and pensions, 
representing a total sum of £33,250,000. This entails very 
heavy work on the Staff. The Department also played 
a very useful part financially on the outbreak of war. The 
first Currency Notes were printed on a stock of Post Office 
watermarked paper, and pending the issue of sufficient 
notes several rhillion pounds’ worth of extra Postal Orders 
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were issued as currency. The effect of the outbreak of 
war was naturally a great rush of applications to withdraw 
money. On July 3lst and August Ist there were large 
withdrawals by telegraph, many of the applicants being, 
very comprehensibly, aliens. Withdrawals by telegraph 
were suspended, but in the next seven days the number of 
ordinary Notices of Withdrawal received was 215,000 for 
£3,209,000, as against 79,000 for £641,500 a year before. 
Much of this money was not finally withdrawn. Eighteen 
thousand Warrants were returned without being cashed 
and many depositors put their money back again imme- 
diately after they had seen the colour of it. Thereafter 
withdrawals became normal, save for a few days in October, 
when more active measures were being instituted against 
aliens, and in December, when the first instalment of the 
First War Loan became due. In the first four months of 
1915 the excess of deposits over withdrawals amounted to 
£6,000,000, as against £2,000,000 in the first four months 
of 1914. The total number of active accounts on Decem- 
ber 31st, 1914, was 9,281,370; the amount to credit being 
£190,104,341. 

The war threw a large amount of extra work on the 
Telegraph Staff. For a few days there was an abnormal 
increase in the number of private telegrams, and precon- 
certed arrangements were brought into operation for the 
rapid transmission of naval and military telegrams, all 
Offices being kept open day and night for forty-eight hours 
after mobilisation was ordered. Three hundred Post Office 
telegraphists were at once despatched to the various Naval 
signal stations, etc., and many additional circuits have 
been provided to mect naval needs. The number of tele- 
grams despatched in the year was 91,179,000, as against 
87,089,000 in the previous year. The number of new 
orders for telephones declined by 27 per cent. after the 
outbreak of war and the number of subscribers giving up 
their telephones increased by 29 per cent. But nearly 
10,000 new circuits were provided for the Naval and Military 
authorities and other emergency purposes. Excluding 
temporary Naval and Military ne the number of 
G.P.O. telephones in use at the end of the year was 796,347. 
The number of effective calls made was 815,000,000, or 
2.97 per telephone per day. There was a notable increase 
in the use of the telephone for sending telegrams. The 
financial results of Post Office work in the year are sum- 
marised :— 

Postal.—A net profit of £4,886,029. 
Telegraph.—A net loss of £1,249,281. 


Telephone.—A net loss of £107,042. 
Total net profit, £3,529,706. 


On the outbreak of war 11,000 Post Office servants were 
called up, and by March 31st, 1915, the number released 
for service was about 35,000. On the same date 21,000 
men and 2,000 women had been taken on as temporary 
staff, mainly through the Labour Exchanges. Deaths 
during 1914 due to the operations of War were 623. 

_ The detailed accounts in the White Paper give the defi- 
ciencies borne by the Exchequer as £1,232,955 on the 
Telegraphs and £111,018 on the Telephones. 


WAR CHARITIES 


Report of the Committee on War Charities. Cd. 8287. 1d. 


The Committee was appointed by the Home Secretary in 
April last “to consider representations which have been 
made in regard to the promotion and management of charit- 
able funds for objects connected with the war, and to advise 
whether any measures should be taken to secure the better 
control or supervision of such funds in the public interest.” 
Its chairman was the Rt. Hon. J. W. Wilson, M.P., and its 
members included Mr. Will Crooks, Mr. J. F. Mason, Mr. 
F. Morris, Lady Emmott, and representatives of the Home 
Office and the English and Scotch L.G.B.’s. It is evident 
from this very brief and moderately-worded report that the 
State of affairs revealed to the Committee was one of 
grotesque chaos. “In some cases large sums of money 





which had been collected were found to be under the control 
of an individual who had placed them to his own banking 
account.” In other cases no accounts have been published 
and no proper records kept. One of the “ most serious 
dangers in connection with war charities ”’ arises from the 
formation and exploitation of purely nominal Committees of 
eminent or prominent persons, whose names are used by the 
promoters to extract money from the public. Such persons 
allow their names to be used “ freely—we might almost say 
recklessly ’—a very cautious way of putting it. 

Typical cases given certainly illustrate the freedom—we 
might almost say recklessness—with which people will allow 
their names to be used. In one instance, 


A man who had been twice adjudicated a and on the second 
occasion had not applied for his discharge, who had been a defendant 
in an action for fraud in which a verdict for £5,300 was found against 
him, and who had recently been imprisoned for default in payment 
of his rates, conceived the idea of appealing for funds for the provision 
of Homes of Rest for soldiers on leave in London. He succeeded in 
inducing three Earls and several Members of Parliament to become 
vice-presidents, and formed a committee consisting of more than 
eighty ladies, most of whom were the wives of officers commanding 
regiments. He proposed, in the first instance, to make use of the 
house in which he was living, the rent of which was in arrear, as a 
Home of Rest, and to provide other Homes afterwards. Up to the 
present this scheme has not been carried out, but a sum of about 
£300 has been subscribed by his supporters. The whole of this 
appears to have been swallowed up by the working expenses, and 
the fund now has an adverse balance of about £30. 


For a fund promoted “ for the relief of victims of the war 
in the country of one of our Allies,” £129,000 had been 
collected, much of which appeared to have been spent for 
the purpose indicated, “ but there remained a balance in 
hand of about £42,000, as to the expenditure of which, so 
far as we are aware, no account has since been published.” 
A French swindler ran first a fund to rebuild Belgian houses 
after the war, and then one for the benefit of war orphans. 
For the first he employed young women collectors, working 
on a 10 per cent.commission. He alleged his receipts to be 
£17, £13 of which was charged for expenses. For the second 
fund £260 was raised, of which £14 was “ said to have been 
given to Belgians who had returned to their country,” and 
the rest went in expenses and secretary’s salary. A fund 
for establishing poultry farms for disabled soldiers is another 
cf which we hear. 

The Committee decided that some control over public 
appeals on behalf of war charities (the only charities within 
their reference) is desirable. Money is wasted by over- 
lapping, and by the inexperience even of honest administra- 
tors. Waste in general the Committee do not find it practic- 
able to eliminate, but overlapping may incidentally be 
diminished by their scheme. They urge that appeals should 
not be allowed to be made by people whose bona-fides is not 
established, and that the control and distribution of charit- 
able funds should be in the hands of a responsible committee. 
“ This object can be attained by the simple requirement that 
every such fund should be registered” and “ any general 
system of registration, if it is to be effective, should be com- 
pulsory.” The Secretary of State, when considering applica- 
tions for registration, should make certain conditions :— 


(1) That there should be a responsible committee comprised of 
not less than three members, with whose bona-fides the registering 
authority is satisfied. Applications for registration should be 
signed by not less than three members of the committee and the 
1 

(2) That proper books of account and Minutes, with the 
attendances of the committee, should be kept. 

(3) That the committee should see that the accounts are duly 
audited from time to time and an abstract published. 

(4) That the regi ee | authority should have power at any time 
to call for particulars with regard to the accounts and other records, 
and that the books and accounts should be open to inspection at 
any time by a duly authorised official of the registration authority or 
of the Charity Commissioners. 

(5) That moneys collected should be - into a separate 
banking account, and that the name of the bank should be entered in 
the register, together with the name and addresses of the three 
members and the secretary who applied for registration. 


It is suggested that local authorities rather than a Govern- 
ment Department should be entrusted with the work of 
registration. Each fund should be registered by the 
registering authority of the area in which the office of the 
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committee is situate, and where funds have local com- 
mittees, each of these should also be registered in its own 
area. The County Councils and Councils of Boroughs having 
a separate police force are the authorities suggested, and a 
general record should be kept in London by the Charity 
Commissioners. Local authorities would find this useful for 
reference. 

A minor recommendation is that no appeal on behalf of 
the subjects of an allied nation should be allowed without 
the consent of that nation’s Diplomatic Representative in 
London ; and it is suggested that the creation of overlapping 
funds for similar objects might to some extent be avoided by 
advice given by the registering authority to the originators 
of new organisations. It is clear from the evidence received 
—as indeed it was obvious before—that some control should 
be exercised over these bodies, many of them cloaks behind 
which the enterprising impecunious rob the public; and a 
Government Bill, following largely the lines of the Report, 
has followed as a matter of course. 


CRIME IN 1914 


Judicial Statistics, England and Wales, 1914. Part I., Criminal 
Statistics. Cd. 8148. 10d. 

Judicial Statistics of Scotland for the year 1914. Cd. 8126. 1s. 3d. 

Judicial Statistics, Ireland, 1914. Part I., Criminal Statistics. Cd. 
8077. Is. 5d. 

Report of the Commissioner of Police for the Metropolis for the Year 
1914. Cd. 8188. 3d. 

It is a pity that the yearly reports on the Criminal 
Statistics of England and Wales, Scotland, and Ireland are 
not compiled on a uniform plan. These reports are of 
great importance, since they provide the data for deter- 
mining the relations between society, crime, and the methods 
adopted by society for preventing crime. But their value 
is seriously diminished by want of uniformity. For instance, 
in each report we have a highly elaborate classification of 
crimes according to the nature of the offence and the court 
before which the accused is brought to trial. Almost the 
first thing to which anyone concerned with these statistics 
will turn is the question of the variations in the number 
of persons tried, convicted, and acquitted for the different 
offences over a series of years. But he will immediately 
find that the three reports do not provide him with the 
same information about the crime of the three divisions 
of the British Isles. The Report for England and Wales 
is rigidly confined to the criminal statistics of the year 
1914, and no comparison is made with the statistics of 
previous years. The Report for Scotland gives five ex- 
tremely valuable retrospective tables showing the variations 
in some detail for different periods. The Report for Ireland 
gives five retrospective tables for the period 1895-1914, 
prepared on an entirely different system and affording 
entirely different information. 

Taking the comparative tables for Scotland, which cover 
the period 1897-1914, one finds first that the total number 
of persons disposed of for crimes and offences in each year 
has not varied very much. In 1914 it was 167,000, com- 
pared with the maximum of 182,000 in 1901 and the 
minimum of 150,000 in 1910. The figures for this period 
show a distinct decrease in the number of persons charged 
with crimes against the person, an increase in the number 
charged with crimes against property, and a marked 
increase in indecency charges. The table of the total 
numbers convicted in each year is for the period 1905-1914, 
and here, too, the figures show no very great variations. 
The number of persons sentenced to penal servitude and 
fines respectively show little variation, but the number 
sentenced to imprisonment shows a steady decrease from 
10,948 in 1905 to 7,212 in 1914. A welcome sign is the 
beginning of the Borstal system in 1911, when 11 orders 
for detention in a Borstal Institution were made, com- 


pared with 98 in 1914. A very interesting table is one 
giving the average yearly number of criminal prisoners in 
Scotland for periods of five years from 1846 to 1914. The 





most eloquent testimony to social improvement and progress 
in our methods of dealing with crime may be found in the 
following facts. The average annual number of commit- 
ments in the five years ending 1851 was 22,975, the number 
in 1914 was 41,422; but in 1851, 7,566 of the criminal 
prisoners, or no less than 32 per cent., were under the age 
of 21; in 1914 only 2,056, or 4 per cent., were under that 
age. 
When we turn to Ireland, some of the statistics throw 
light upon certain allegations now being made as to the 
connection between the methods of government applied 
to that country at different periods and the amount of 
crime. Taking the period 1895 to 1914, we find that there 
was a continuous and marked decrease in serious crimes 
against the person. The average annual number of persons 
tried at Assizes and Quarter Sessions for each period of 
five years from 1895 to 1914 per 100,000 of the population 
was 16.04, 13.02, 12.82, and 12.76 respectively. For 
crimes against property with and without violence the 
figures show a different course. In the period 1905-1909 
there is a sudden and very marked increase, followed in 
the period 1910-1914 by an appreciable decline. But 
there is evidence that by the end of this latter period the 
amount of this kind of crime had decreased until it had 
again reached or even fallen below the figures of 1895- 
1904. The figures, for instance, of crimes against property 
tried at Assizes and Quarter Sessions are typical. The 
average annual number of persons per 100,000 population 
tried for such crimes without violence was for 1895-1899, 
15.95, and for 1900-1904, 15.94; then in 1905-1909 it 
rose to 19.65, and in 1910-1914 it fell again slightly to 
18.58; but in 1914 itself it had fallen to 15.59, i.e., below 
the average of 1895-1904. Much of Table E in the Irish 
Report, giving the geographical distribution of crime in 
proportion to the population, is not encouraging reading. 
There appears to be something wrong when one finds that 
the annual average of all crimes (indictable offences) for 
1910-1914 in Dublin Co. and City was 679.01 per 100,000 
of the population, and the annual average of drunkenness 
was 1,783.36 per 100,000 population. 

The statistics for England and Wales, as we have remarked, 
only permit of comparison between the amount of different 
kinds of crime in the different counties during the single 
year 1914. The most remarkable fact is the small propor- 
tion that crimes against the person bear towards other 
forms of crime. It is interesting in this connection to 
compare the classification of crimes made known to the 
police in England and Scotland during 1914 under the 
three heads: Offences against the person, Offences against 
property with violence, and Offences against property 
without violence, thus: 

England and Wales. Scotland. 
Against the person .. oe 4,218 .. 4,663 
Against property with violence .. 10,850  .. 4,891 
Against property without violence 70,124 .. 23,586 


A detailed study of the local varieties of crime, as shown 
in these statistics, would be of very great interest. For 
instance, of the 4,663 Scottish offences against the person, 
no less than 3,153 were assaults by husbands on wives, 
or 67 per cent., while 909, or 19 per cent., were sexual 
offences from ‘‘ rape” to ‘‘ lewd and libidinous practices.” 
But of the 4,218 English offences against the person, the 
total number of assaults and malicious woundings (includ- 
ing those by husbands on wives) is only 989, or 23 per 
cent., while sexual offences number no fewer than 1,900, 
or 45 per cent. of the whole. 

The Report of the Commissioner of Police shows a decline 
of crime in London during 1914, in which year 131,841 
persons were apprehended, as compared with 182,976 in 
1918. The number of serious offences committed num- 
bered 14,223, a decrease of 2,581 as compared with 1913, 
and of 3,296 as compared with 1912. There was an 
appreciable decline in the numbers of burglaries and house- 
breakings. An interesting table is that which analyses 
the injuries caused to policemen whilst in the execution of 
their duty. Nearly 3,000 policemen were so injured during 
the year. 
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THE FINANCE OF THE INSURANCE 
ACTS 


National Health Insurance. Interim Report of the Departmental 
Committee on Approved Society Finance and Administra- 
tion. Cd. 8251. 4d. 

This Departmental Committee was appointed to report 
upon any amendments in the financial scheme of the National 
Insurance Acts which the experience of its administration 
may suggest as desirable, and also to report how far the 
work of ga Societies could be simplified and its 
cost reduced. An important limitation upon the com- 
mittee’s power of recommending financial amendment in 
the Acts was contained in the words limiting their recom- 
mendations to amendments “ within the existing limits of 
contributions and benefits and apart from further Exchequer 
grants.”” The Interim Report is of great importance as 
throwing more light upon the soundness and unsoundness 
of the finance of the scheme set up by the Acts. It goes 
at once straight to the point. The financial soundness of 
Approved Societies is threatened in two cases, and from 
two causes. There is, first, the case of societies which contain 
a high percentage of members engaged in exacting con- 
ditions or unhealthy occupations. In the second case, 
there are the societies of which the membership consists 
largely or wholly of women ; for the finance of the Act was 
based upon a serious under-estimation of the sickness 
claims of women workers. This latter is the most important 
point, for, as the committee say, “‘ Unfortunately the 
experience of women’s sickness has proved beyond doubt 
that there is a general insufficiency in the income payable 
to the benefit funds as those funds are at present consti- 
tuted.” This can best be shown by comparing the actual 
expenditure on sickness and maternity benefits with the 
corresponding expected expenditure in the case of men 


and women : 
19138. 1914. 1915. 
d. d. d. 


Men :— 
Actual expenditure on sickness an 
maternity (pence per week) +. 2.76 3.03 2.76 
Expected expenditure oe -. 2.80 3.00 3.00 
Women— 


Actual expenditure on sickness and 
maternity benefits (pence per week) 2.51 2.60 2.04 
Expected expenditure .. ; - 178 185 8 1.85 


The main problem of the committee has, therefore, been 
to devise a scheme which will make provision for the excess 
sickness claims of women which are due to the underesti- 
mation of women’s sickness in the original basis of the Act, 
and, secondly, to provide for abnormal conditions which may 
follow the prolonged strain which the war is imposing 
upon workers. The terms of reference obviously imposed 
severe limits upon the committee’s powers of suggestion, 
and in order to make up the deficiency they have had to 
turn tothe only source available—the Sinking Fund’s money. 
They argue, however, that their proposal to resort to the 
Sinking Fund is justified not only by necessity, but by 
reason. If the contributions paid in respect of women to 
the benefit funds of societies have proved insufficient, the 
part of the women’s contributions which is devoted to the 
redemption of the reserve values is, they maintain, excessive. 
The respective contributions of men and women to the 
Sinking Fund are, at present, 1$d. per week and 14d. per 
week, Dut experience has shown that the amounts should 
be 1}d. for women if 1§d. be fixed for men. The total 
amount which they estimate will be required to achieve 
the main purpose of their reference will be £1,800,000, 
and they propose to obtain this by diverting it from the 
Sinking Fund to meet current needs. This will be done by 
releasing from the Sinking Fund 3d. per contribution in 
the case of women and jd. per contribution in the case 
of men. The committee propose that the moneys so 
released shall be applied to increase the net contaliution 
income of societies, and to set up four reserve or equalising 
funds in the following way :—(a) A total sum of £145,000 
is to be credited direct to the benefit funds of societies as 
special provision for women. (b) A Women’s Equalisation 





Fund is to be formed out of an annual sum of £135,000 
from the released sum, plus an Exchequer Grant (total 
£180,000). This is to be a common fund for the United 
Kingdom, and is to be distributed partly in proportion to 
the number of married women included in the membership 
of societies, and partly in proportion to the amount paid 
by societies in maternity benefit in respect of women’s 
insurances. (c) A Men’s Special Reserve Fund is to be 
established from an annual sum of £250,000. This fund is 
to be allowed to accumulate in order to provide against 
the more remote effects of war service upon the health of 
insured men. (d) A valuation reserve (to be called the 
Contingencies Fund) is to be formed of an annual sum of 
£710,000 on account of men, and £280,000 on account of 
women. The reserve is to be established in each society, 
and the Contingencies Funds will be automatically available 
to meet any deficiency arising on the valuation of a society. 
Its operation will vary according as societies insure men 
and women through the same or separate benefit funds, 
and according as societies have or have not branches. (e)A 
Special Risks Fund is to be established (from annual 
amounts of £180,000 on account of men, and £70,000 on 
account of women), common for the United Kingdom, to 
provide against special occupational risks affecting either 
men or women. The committee is not in agreement upon 
the questions whether, and if so, to what extent and in what 
way, societies should have a voice in the administration of 
this fund. 

The Report also contains several minor recommendations 
for amendment, and they recommend that their main 
scheme shall run for a period of ten years from the com- 
mencement of benefits (with the effect of extending the 
term of the Sinking Fund by about six years), and that the 
matter then be reconsidered in regard tothe amounts to be 
carried to the Contingencies and Special Risks Funds, the 
source from which those moneys have been provided, the 
provisions governing the Women’s Equalisation Fund, and 
the position generally in the case of mixed societies. 


THE NATION’S HEALTH 


Seventy-seventh Annual Report of the Registrar-General of Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages in England and Wales, 1914. Cd. 8206. 
5s. 1d. 


Sixtieth Annual Report of the Registrar-General for Scotland, 1914. 
Cd. 8160. 2s. 5d. 

The vital statistics for the British Isles for 1914 possess ex- 
ceptional interest, since they represent the final conditions of a 
period which has definitely terminated. For the years of the 
war, the vital statistics will be liable to serious disturbance, 
and already the Registrar-General for England and Wales has 
found it necessary to calculate the preliminary rates for 1915 
on the population of 1914. The statistics of the years imme- 
diately following the war will be those of a modified population 
and an altered social environment. It is true, of course, that 
five months of 1914 were months of hostilities, but the size of the 
forces abroad during this period was not sufficiently great to 
influence appreciably the returns. 

The birth-rate in England and Wales, 23.8, was .3 per thousand 
below that of the previous year, but only .1 below that of 1912. 
The small movements during these three years suggest that the 
decline in the birth-rate had at last begun to slacken, but, as 
might have been expected, there has been a very heavy fall in 
1915. The birth-rate in Scotland was 26.1, an increase of 9.6 
compared with 1913. The death-rate in England and Wales 
was 14.0, an increase of .2 on the previous year, and .7 on 1912, 
the vear of the lowest recorded rate. In Scotland the death- 
rate of 15.5 was the highest recorded since 1909. The slight 
range of movement in the death-rate since 1910 suggests that we 
have now reached the lowest point, and it seems probable that 
the increasing average age of the population will tend more and 
more in succeeding years to send up the death-rate. A sinister 
feature in the Scotch returns is the evidence of increasing urban- 
isation of the people. In the three years following the census 
of 1911, the total population of Scotland decreased by 13,787, 
but the population of the large burghs has increased by 63,590. 

The statistics relating to infant mortality will probably possess 
the greatest interest at the present time. The deaths of infants 
under one year of age per thousand births was 105 in England 
and Wales, a decrease of 3 per thousand compared with 1913, 

















8 Bie Boor} THE NEW STATESMAN Avaust 26, 1916 


SupPLEMENT 








but an increase of 10 per thousand on the rate for 1912, the lowest 
recorded. The excess is almost wholly accounted for by in- 
creased mortality from diarrhoea, and may consequently be 
ascribed to less favourable climatic conditions during the summer. 
In Scotland the rate was 110.6,as compared with 109.6 in 1913. 
The influence of rural conditions in keeping infant mortality low 
is very striking. In the rural districts of England and Wales the 
rate was 85 per thousand ; in the county-boroughs it was 121. 
These figures do not, however, give the full measure of the 
difference, since a certain number of large, crowded, mining 
villages are included in the rural returns, and some of the county- 
boroughs are really small country towns. Rates for a number 
of rural areas, some containing populations of over 100,000, 
show that infant mortality need not rise much above 60 per 
thousand. The following areas may be cited in support of this 
statement :—Berkshire (whole county) 58, Buckinghamshire 
(rural) 58, Devonshire (rural) 62, Oxfordshire (whole county) 58, 
Somersetshire (rural) 61, Suffolk West (rural), 63, Sussex East 
(rural), 64, Wiltshire (whole county) 64. In Scotland we may 
quote Argyllshire 50.5, Ross and Cromarty 54.4, and Sutherland- 
shire 46.2. Among county-boroughs the following low rates 
may be noticed :—Bath 59, Bournemouth 72, Eastbourne 61, 
Hastings 64, Oxford 72, Southend 69. In a large number of the 
smaller municipal boroughs the rate was below 70. The other 
side of the picture is presented by such towns as Burnley 158, 
Barnsley 153, Middlesbrough 151, Stoke-on-Trent 145, Liver- 

1 140, Newcastle 137, Bender 135, and Glasgow 133. In 

nchester the rate was 129, in Birmingham 122, in Bristol 101, 
in Leeds 124, and in Bradford 122. It is due to those who have 
made vigorous efforts to reduce infant mortality in Huddersfield 
to point out that the rate there of 110 compares favourably with 
that in various other towns of the same size. 

The Registrar-General calls particular attention to the fact 
that the rate in London, 104, was lower than that in the country 
at large. The interest of this is increased by the fact that an 
analysis of the rates in the metropolitan boroughs shows, with 
some exceptions, an increase from the periphery towards the 
centre. e lowest rates were Chelsea 64, Lewisham 77, Stoke 
Newington 77, Westminster 83, Woolwich 85 and Wandsworth 89. 
In East Ham (Essex) the rate was 76. ‘The highest rates were 
Shoreditch 142, Bethnal Green 138, Bermondsey 125, Southwark 
125, and Stepney 124. This excessive range of variation between 
districts, some occupied by persons of essentially the same class 
and degree of education, points to an influence particularly 
pernicious in the environment of the more centrally-situated 
districts. The difference between rural and urban mortality is 
also marked at later ages. Between one and two years the death- 
rate per thousand living at that age was 18.8 in the rural districts 
of England and Wales, and 46.5 in the county-boroughs ; at ages 
two to five years the figures were respectively 5.4 and 11.7. 

Among causes of death, enteric fever, measles and scarlet-fever 
were low in England and Wales, but were higher than during the 

revious year in Scotland. Diphtheria showed a substantial 
increase in both countries. Tuberculosis was less in Scotland, 
but showed a slight increase in England and Wales, where it 
accounted for 9.7 per cent. of the mortality from all causes. 
The death-rate from cancer was the highest on record for males, 
but for females was rather less than that in 1913. The tables 
show that there is a very constant increase in the standardised 
mortality from cancer in proportion to urbanisation, which is 
more marked in the case of males than of females. For the two 
sexes the deaths per million in England and Wales were 864 in 
the rural districts, 976 in the smaller urban districts, 1,040 in 
the county-boroughs, and 1,111 in London. If these figures 
indicate real differences they are of singular interest, but the 
explanation may be that in urban districts diagnosis is better 
and the larger proportion of deaths which occur in institutions 
leads to a larger number of post-mortem examinations. Deaths 
from pregnancy or childbirth in England and Wales correspond 
with a rate of 4.17 per thousand births, which may be compared 
with rates of 3.87 in 1911, 3.98 in 1912, and 3.96 in 1913. In 
Scotland the rate was 6.0 per thousand births. Deaths from 
alcoholism were at the rate of 53 per million, which is higher than 
that of any year since 1908, the excess being attributed by the 
Registrar-General to greater prosperity during the year. Never- 
theless, the rate compares very favourably with that of 118 per 
million in 1900. 

Deaths of males from accident and negligence (excluding 
** battle” and “* bombardment ”) were 11,865,as compared with 
11,042 in 1913. The disaster in the Senghenydd mine, which 
raised the total deaths in coal mines to 1,482, as compared with 
1,059 in 1913, accounts for 430 of the increase. Deaths of 
infants in bed, attributed to suffocation, were 1,156 in England 
and Wales. In Scotland, deaths from “overlaying” were 89, 
Dundee contributing 23 of this total. An interesting point can 
be noticed in the age distribution of deaths from burning (other 
than conflagration). The number of males in England and Wales 
below twenty years of age who were burnt to death was 323 ; 
the number of females was 660. During the first three years of 





life the numbers were respectively 231 and 245. In the fourth 
year they were boys 37, girls 126; and from five to twenty they 
were boys 55, girls 289. It is difficult to correlate these figures 
with anything other than the style of clothing worn, the abrupt 
drop in the mortality of boys occurring just at the age when they 
are taken out of the inflammable mass of petticoats, etc., and 
clothed in male attire. Deaths from suicide were 3,724, as com- 
pared with 3,414 in 1913 ; of these 11 were children under fifteen 
years of age. Inhalation of coal-gas, which was quite exceptional 
a few years ago, was the means adopted in 120 instances. 

Dr. Stevenson and his staff are certainly to be congratulated 
upon the excellence of the Annual Reports for England and 
Wales. Since their enlargement in 1911 these reports have 
become probably the most complete and valuable volumes of the 
kind issued by any Government. The notes on the etiology and 
distribution of disease are characterised by their insight and 
observance of scientific principles. Workers in any branch of 
Public Health are under heavy obligation to the compilers of 
these splendid Reports. 


THE CIVIL SERVICE ESTIMATES 


Estimates for the Civil Services. Estimates with Memorandum 
by the Financial Secretary to the Treasury. 26. 
34d. Class I., Public Works and Buildings. 26-I. 8d. 
Class II., Salaries and Expenses of Civil Departments, 
26-II. 1s. 6d. Class III., Law and Justice, 26-III. 1s. 1d. 
Class IV., Education, Science, and Art, 26-IV. 8d. Class- 
V., Foreign and Colonial Services, 26-V. 5d. Class VI., 
Non-Effective and Miscellaneous, 26-VI., 24d. Class VII., 
Old Age Pensions, Labour Exchanges, Insurance, etc., 
26-VII. 34d. Index to the Estimates for Civil Service 
Departments, 26-Ind. 24d. Estimates for Revenue De- 
partments, 26-X. 10d. Supplement to Estimates, Revenue 
Departments. [No number or price.]_ Estimates (Vote on 
Account). H. of C. 25. 1 

The following table gives some indication of the changes in 

Civil Service expenditure for 1916-17 :— 

Net Grants for 1915-16 in Estimates, 


Appropriation Act, 1915. 1916-17 
£ £ 

Class a ae 3,818,830 .. ee 2,948,582 
Class Ms és 4,625,684 .. ee 4,547,929 
Class Ill. .. 5,028,420 .. ee 4,740,461 
Class IV. .. 20,974,949 .. -. 20,448,508 
Class ee. as 1,486,811 .. ee 1,387 362 
Class VI. .. 1,091,285 .. ee 1,080,050 
Class VII. .. 21,812,158 .. -. 20,861,952 
58,838,137 .. .. 55,514,844 

Revenue Depts 31,624,779 .. -. 981,378,008 
Total -- 90,462,916 .. -. 86,892,852 


It will be seen that there have been savings all round, amounting 
to over £3,570,000. The estimated expenditure is. of course, 
subject to revision, and will, in effect, be both decreased by the 
operation of about £1,500,000 receipts not appropriated in aid, 
and increased by supplementary estimates. We may take it, 
however, that £3,500,000 less is to be spent on Civil Services 
than in 1915-16. 

Class 1.—Relatively speaking, the most drastic reductions have 
been made on public works and buildings. The principal increase 
is an extra annuity payment of £50,388 in respect of advances 
under the Housing Act, 1914, for the Woolwich Arsenal Housing 
Scheme ; in connection with this there is also an increase of 
£7,000 in maintenance charges, set off by the rise in the receipts 
from the estate from £12,000 to £37,000. The work of the 
Ordnance Survey Department for civil requirements is to be cut 
down to a minimum and the cost reduced by two-thirds, or 
£118,890. 

Class II. (Civil Departments).—There is, on the whole, little 
change here. The historian attached to the Committee of Im- 
perial Defence is to get £2,364 (as against £1,200 in 1915-16) for 
the collection of material for a History of the European War, 
together with an increased allowance for travelling and other 
expenses involved in this accumulation. A great many reduc- 
tions are to be made in the grants made by the Board of Agri- 
culture, except in the case of those given for the improvement 
of light-horse breeding, and for the upkeep of the new national 
stud. Grants of £4,500 and £5,000 respectively are made 
for the first time to the Local Government Boards for Scotland 
and Ireland for child welfare; the £50,000 nt to England 
and Wales for this purpose is continued. The Secret Service 
vote is the most striking indication that we are at war. In 
1914-15 this was £50,000. In 1915-16 it came to £150,000, 
while two supplementary estimates raised the total to £400,000. 
For 1916-17 £200,000 is asked, but as £180,000 of this is required 
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by the Vote on Account, it is clear that the expenditure will not 
be limited to the original estimate. 

Class III. (Law and Justice).—About £120,000 is to be saved 
on prisons and criminal lunatic asylums. It would appear that 
this is largely due to a diminishing prison population, as the 
decreases apply all round. Reformatories ond tadstaiel schools, 
onthe other hand, showa slight increase in England and Scotland 
(£3,560), but notin Ireland. The amount required by the Public 
Trustee has risen from £60,766 to £81,361, but his estimated 
receipts have climbed up from £78,010 to £100,000. 

Class IV. (Education, Science and Art).—The grant for the 
education of defective children is raised by £60,000. The Board 
of Education (England) vote is reduced by £294,646, and is due 
to the absence of ins rs, potential pupil-teachers and evening- 
class students on military service, and to a reduction of £60,000 
in the building grant. The closing of the museums and galleries 
is expected to yield a direct saving of about £50,000. There is 
a net increase of £6,089 on scientific investigation. This is 
made up of an increase of £15,000 in the grant to be distributed 
by the Advisory Council to the Committee of the Privy Council 
on one side, and on the other by the lapse of the provision for 
the Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition, 1914-15, by a reduction 
of £5,000 in the grant to the National Library of Wales, and by 
various smaller economies, of which £1,000 is at the expense of 
musical education. What Wales loses on her National Library 
she gains (with £500 to the good) in her University grant. The 
Grants-in-Aid of the other Universities are unchanged. 

Class V. (Foreign and Colonial Services)—The refund to 
Indian revenues in oy of diplomatic and consular services 
in Asia has been redu by £63,950. Wei-hai-wei and Boundary 
Commissions get nothing, the grant for cotton cultivation in the 
British Empire is reduced by £9,000. Bigger telegraph receipts 
enable a smaller grant-in-aid to be made to the Pacific Cable ; 
and Nyasaland, Somaliland and St. Helena absorb an increase 
of £14,200 between them. 

Class VI. (Non-effective and Charitable).—Additional allow- 
ances and gratuities to established officers come to £20,500. A 
saving of £18,000 on Temporary Commissions, the abolition of the 
grant for International Exhibitions, and the absence (which may 
not be permanent) of an estimate for repayments to the Civil Con- 
tingencies Fund, make Class VI. show a net decrease of £11,235. 

Class VII.—There is a saving of £435,000 on old-age pensions ; 
of this £200,000 corresponds to the extra provision made in 
1915-16 for a financial year with fifty-three Fridays. The 
remaining decrease is due to the hope that old people will be 
earning more, and, therefore, wanting fewer pensions. 
£875,313 is to be saved on Health Insurance; this is due 
partly to balances in hand, partly to the inflation of last 
year’s estimates by the inclusion of various arrears. There is a 
decrease of £116,168 on Labour Exchanges and Unemployment 
Insurance, due mostly to a reduction of £50,000 in the contri- 
bution to the unemployment fund, and another of £75,000 in 
“repayments to associations.” £40,000 more is granted for the 
treatment of tuberculosis ; this follows automatically from the 
opening of new sanatoria by local authorities. 

The Ministry of Munitions presents token votes. 

Revenue Departments.—The completion of land valuation 
under the Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910, has resulted in a reduction 
of £219,000 in the expenditure of the Land Valuation Office, 
almost entirely by the dismissal of the temporary staff. Recent 
increases ‘of taxation have, on the other hand, added £225,273 
to the pay and ——- of tax-collectors. The Post Office 
estimate has gone down by £299,235, and the Customs and 
Excise Department will cost £40,094 less. A saving of £292,340 
is due to a restriction of the programme of engineering work to 
be carried out by the Post Office. 


THE ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSIONERS 


Sixty-eighth Report from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners {or England. 
Cd. 8205. 2d. 


Rentals for the year ending November 1, 1915, brought in 
£1,481,400, dividends and interest £567,400. Payments to 
Benefices, Bishops and Chapters, and other charges absorbed 
£1,383,600 ; £404,800 was appropriated as capital for the further 
endowment of Benefices, onal £318,000 was applied to the Minerals 
Depreciation Fund, and to writing down securities. The Com- 
missioners hold £1,360,202 of 44 per cent. War Stock, on behalf 
of the Common Fund, and £222,838 more on account of the 
various Trusts. The Common Fund has now existed seventy-five 
years; it has augmented and endowed over 8,000 Benefices to 
the value of £1,056,000 per annum in perpetuity. The annual 
value in perpetuity of Benefactions secured to Benefices comes 
to more than £260,000 in addition, and at least £44,000 more is 
annually contributed to meet temporary grants. The total 
mereased provision for the cure of souls consequently exceeds 
£1,360,000 yearly. 





INDIAN FINANCE 


Indian Financial Statement and Budget for 1916-17, and Discussions 
thereon in the Legislative Council. H. of C. 80. 3s. 1d. 
Home Accounts of the Government of India. H. of C. 70. 8d. 


Estimate of Revenue and Expenditure of the Government of India 
for the years 1915-16. H.ofC. 71. 2d. 


The Statement of the Indian Finance Member and the 
debate which follows it in the Legislative Council always 
give a valuable review of Indian affairs. The Financial 
Statement of Sir William Meyer this year is a model of 
lucidity. He has had a difficult and anxious task in framing 
his budget. The war has hit the finances and economic 
life of India as it has hit those of nearly all countries. He 
had budgeted for a deficit of four million pounds for the 
year 1915-16, but at that time the future was exceedingly 
doubtful, and his financial measures were obviously tem- 
porary and exceptional. This year the future is at least 
clearer, and he has had to frame his budget on the expec- 
tation of at least another year of war. From the financial 
point of view the prospect is half rosy, half cloudy. The 
disturbing shocks of the first months of war have now 
disappeared. The run upon the Post Office Savings Banks 
has stopped, and there was actually an increase of 17 lakhs 
in the deposits during the year. The railway receipts have 
been very satisfactory owing to the activity of internal 
trade, and the exchange has been markedly stable. On 
the other hand, the monsoon has been unsatisfactory, 
though the crop prospects are not now so bad as at one 
time seemed probable. A very good wheat crop was har- 
vested at the beginning of the year, but the crop now on 
the ground has suffered from want of rain. Cotton and 
jute are both below the average. Foreign trade has suffered 
from dearness and scarcity of freight, but there are signs 
that it is readjusting itself to the new conditions, e.g. in 
the large increase of export of cotton to Japan. 

The Budget, 1915-16, estimated a deficit of slightly over 
£4 million. Actually the deficit has proved to be £2.7 
million. This is due to an increase of £2.3 million in the 
net receipts from State Railways, and a saving of some 
£500,000 on Provincial Expenditure. The Budget Estimate 
for 1916-17 looks forward to a deficit of £2.9 million, the 
revenue being estimated at £82.552 million and the expen- 
diture at £85.512 million. Last year, as the future was so 
doubtful, the Ways and Means position was met by tem- 
porary measures; no additional taxation was proposed, 
and resort was had to borrowing. This year other measures 
were clearly necessary. In the first place, borrowing in 
London has become impossible ; in fact, the Secretary of 
State was unable to raise the full amount authorised for 
the preceding year. Secondly, the capacity of the Indian 
money market is limited. Thirdly, the deficiency in revenue 
can hardly now be regarded as of a purely temporary cha- 
racter. The Finance Member was therefore almost neces- 
sarily compelled to resort to additional taxation. The 
most important of his proposals were the following :— 
(1) An increase in the general import tariff from 5 per cent. 
ad valorem to 7} per cent., from which he expects to get 
£420,000 ; (2) a material curtailment of the free list, from 
which an increase of revenue of £160,000 is expected ; 
(8) increased taxation of liquors, from which an increase of 
£130,000 is expected ; (4) export duties on tea and jute, 
estimated to yield £880,000 ; (5) enhancement of the duty 
on salt, estimated to yield £600,000 ; (6) increase of income- 
tax, estimated to yield £900,000. The total additional 
revenue estimated from this additional taxation is £3.6 
million, as against an estimated Imperial deficit of £2.6 
million. This leaves the Finance Member with a surplus 
of £1,052,000, or including Provincial Revenue and Expen- 
diture a surplus of £.687 million. 

The proposals were on the whole extraordinarily well 
neal by the unofficial Indian members of the Viceroy’s 
Legislative Council. The only serious criticisms were 
applied to the salt duty and to the exclusion of imported 
cotton piece-goods from the revised tariff. As to the salt 
duty the opposition was considerable, for the tax falls 
with peculiar weight upon the poorest members of the 
Indian community, and there are other grave objections 
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to the system of “‘ salt monopoly ” obtaining in our Asiatic 
dependencies and possessions. The cotton duties and the 
countervailing excise duty are, of course, a standing grievance 
to the Indian, and it was only to be expected that dissatis- 
faction should be felt that a revision of the tariff should not 
be accompanied by a reform of the existing abuse. Sir 
William Meyer, however, cut the ground from under the 
feet of the objectors by stating at once that the Government 
of India had proposed a material increase in the cotton 
import duties while the cotton excise should be left un- 
enhanced ; but His Majesty’s Government had vetoed the 
proposal on the ground that the time was not opportune 
or raising this controversy, and that the fiscal relationship 
of the different parts of the Empire will have to be recon- 
sidered after the war. 

The Government Wheat Scheme also deserves reference. 
At the end of 1914 the rapid rise in the price of wheat 
caused considerable anxiety. The prices were forced up 
by external demand on limited stocks. The Government 
scheme was directed to divorce Indian prices from world 
prices and at the same time to provide an outlet for surplus 
stocks. Steps were therefore taken to prohibit all private 
exports of wheat, the Government itself purchasing and 
exporting all supplies required by the United Kingdom, to 
which exports were, generally speaking, confined. The 
scheme achieved its purpose, the price of wheat gradually 
being brought down. Sir W. Meyer claims that this was 
done without detriment to the producer, who still received 
a considerably higher price than that with which he was 
satisfied in normal times. On the other hand, it also 
resulted in a considerable lowering of the price of wheat in 
Great Britain, prices falling from 69s. a quarter to 52s. in 
the first half of June. 


ELEMENTARY TEACHERS’ ANNUITIES 


Elementary School Teachers’ Deferred Annuity Fund. Second Septen- 
nial Actuarial Report on the Assets and Liabilities. H. of C. 42.3d. 


The Deferred Annuity Fund was established in 1898 to provide 
annuities at the age of 65 for certified teachers under the Board 
of Education. The yearly contributions were originally £3 for 
men and £2 for women, but increases have been made to corre- 
spond with rises in the average salaries, until, in 1912, they were 
definitely settled at £3 12s. and £2 8s. As a general rule the 
contributions are deducted from the teacher’s salary as and 
when the salary is paid. The accounts of the Men’s and the 
Women’s Funds are kept separately. Since the establishment 
of the Fund, £1,603,606 has been received by the Men Teachers’ 
Subsidiary Fund, and £1,864,541 by the Women Teachers’. 
Virtually the whole amount has been invested at 3 per cent. 
The total annuities paid in 1913 to both men and women came 
only to £7,734,as an elementary teacher has, generally —) 
to be 65 to qualify. The actuary reporting (Mr. Duncan C. 
Fraser, of Liverpool) strongly recommends the reconsideration 
of the tables, as they were originally based upon an excessively 
low rate of interest and upon conjectural rates of mortality. 


AUDITING THE INSURANCE ACTS 


Second Report on the Work of the National Insurance Audit Department, 
1915. Cd.8210. 2d. 


The Department disapproves of many things in the adminis- 
tration of National Insurance by the Approved Societies, many of 
whom, it appears, are distinctly casual in their methods of book- 
keeping. A page is devoted to the manner in which defalcations 
have been committed, and suggests measures to check future 
cases. The total benefit payments audited in 1915 amounted 
to £4,630,863, of which some £36,000 was disallowed. Since 
the passing of the National Insurance Act, 1911, over 40,000 
Reports annexed to statements of account have been sent to 
the Approved Societies and Branches concerned. Of these 
Reports 19,819 were annexed to accounts in the year under 
review, and contained 28,807 reservations. The check of the 
Reserve Value Claims of Approved Societies in respect of members 
entering into insurance before October 13, 1913, is presenting a 
number of difficulties, but is gradually being cleared up, and a 
start has been made on the more perplexing problem of Post- 
Initial Reserve Values, i.e., those in respect of certain entrants 
on and after October 13, 1913. This last category of Value 
is complicated by dissolving societies and unrevised membership 
records, 





over, at the expense of the boys between fourteen and sixteen ; 


THE AMERICAS 
Consular Reports for 1914 (as Listed.) 


The Annual Reports of H.B.M. Consuls are not published in 
any ascertainable order. They just come along. Antofagasta 
may or may not follow on the heels of Antananarivo, but the 
chances are that, whatever its position in the — or on 
the map, a Consular District will find other neighbours when it 
gets to the Report stage. We have received Reports for the 
greater part of the Americas, but there are, at the time of 
writing, several gaps. A general view, however, is now possible 
of the effects of the outbreak of the war. 

In the United States, the war aggravated an existing unsettle- 
ment. The 1913 harvest had been short, railway earnings had 
been consequently abnormally low. Uncertainty on account of 
forthcoming tariff and currency changes seems to have made 
manufacturers nervous. When the country had got over the im- 
mediate effects of the outbreak of war, it was only to enter a period 
of ** more or less general inactivity.” The Report on the Boston 
Consular District points out that the slump was mainly due to 
internal causes. The deficit in railway revenue, for example, 
led the Baltimore and Ohio and the Pennsylvania railway com- 
panies to economise on their staff; in one case by discharging 
enough men to decrease the annual wages bill by £400,000, in the 
other by dismissing 15,000 men and placing 40,000 others on 
short time. Labour conditions, in such circumstances, were 
naturally bad. There was a striking decrease in the number of 
immigrants during the first seven months of 1914. At Baltimore 
the number landing was 19,047, as against 41,693 for the corre- 
sponding period of 1913. ‘* The British do not seem to be attracted 
to the Southern States, for only one solitary British immigrant 
arrived at Baltimore in 1914, and not a single Irish (sic) or 
Scotsman. It is curious to observe that to the States which are 
already overcrowded, such as New York, Massachusetts, Pennsyl- 
vania, New Jersey, Ohio, and Illinois, the immigrants will rush, 
whereas they will keep away from the south, where labourers 
are very much needed.” 

In 1914 a new child labour law came into operation in Massa- 
chusetts. Boys between fourteen and sixteen who had not 
passed a required standard at school were not to be employed 
unless they were in possession ofa certificate which was only to be 
had at the cost of attending evening continuation schools. The 
results were: (1) an increased demand for boys of sixteen and 


(2) the latter, unable in many cases to find work, returned to 
school, and therefore (3) the market being reduced, employers 
‘* are much less prone to hire and discharge the boys promiscuously 
than was formerly the case.” 

West Virginia has ** gone dry ’’—the tenth State in the Union 
to do so. The Consul for the District is somewhat cynical as to 
the results, in West Virginia as also in the nine forerunners. 
The total consumption of whisky for the whole U.S.A. increased 
by 24,000,000 gallons between 1908 and 1913; in three States 
prohibition led to a temporary decrease of consumption, “ but 
the adjacent States in which prohibition did not exist more than 
made up the deficiency.” 

The closing months of 1914 saw the end of the great Colorado 
coal strike; in the lignite fields of Northern Colorado it had 
lasted over four years, in the southern fields for a year and a-half. 
The coal mine owners won, refusing to recognise the men’s 
union, which, at the end, called off the strike. 

Our Consuls in Mexico report a general increase in brigandage. 
In the State of Tabasco “ first one party and then another has 
taken charge of the State Government by force of arms, and 
each in turn has forced loans on the commercial firms doing 
business in the State, until many of them are in financial straits.” 

In South America again the war was merely an aggravation 
of existing conditions. Venezuela had a little revolution early 
in 1914, which, although soon subdued, gave rise to a general 
feeling of insecurity and to severe economic depression. It 
appears that risings occurred on the upper Orinoco and in the 
gold mining district in places which had next to no roads, and 
that the rebels succeeded in levying a “ comparatively small 
amount of forced “ loans” before they were settled. As about 
70 per cent. of the Government’s revenue is derived from import 
duties, the outbreak of war gave rise to fears of large deficits. 
On October Ist, 1914, therefore, the salaries of all Government 
officials were reduced by 25 per cent., and on November Ist 
by another 25 percent. Cavalier methods of paying civil servants 
seem characteristic of South American States. The Consul for 
the State of Pernambuco (Brazil) says that “ the fact that all 
the employés of the State have, throughout the past two years, 
received their salaries with regularity is one of the best proofs 
of the sound financial conditions prevailing,” but here, we may 
add, prosperity was quite exceptional. 

In Peru also the outbreak of war was regarded as the last 
straw. In the first half of 1914 rubber prices sank below the 
figure which had in 1913 been considered the breaking-point. 
Chile was badly hit by the war, as Germany was a consumer of 
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nearly 70 per cent. of the total output of nitrate, which was used 
for making explosives. When the war began “there were 
sufficient stocks in hand to supply the normal wants of the 
world for two years.” No more nitrate being wanted, there 
are—or were—enormous numbers of unemployed, of whom 
a certain proportion may be absorbed by the copper industry. 
In the Argentine a commercial crisis was just becoming acute 
when war broke out. Reckless speculation and “ fictitious land 
values”’ were coming home to roost. Much unemployment 

, and disorders took place. The wheat harvest at the 
end of 1914 relieved matters. The Brazilian States of Paré and 
Amazonas were virtually bankrupt when war broke out and 
smashed the yee of a projected loan. Pernambuco alone 
of the Brazilian States remained prosperous throughout 1914, 
not even ees in the Brazilian moratorium. 

The Reports for South American districts contain appeals to 
British manufacturers to mend their ways, if they ever want to 
capture German trade. Catalogues must be sent out in Spanish 
or Portuguese, with the weights, measures and currency of the 

ive customer, not in English. Longer credits should 
given, and the small trial order treated with greater courtesy. 
German trade cannot be captured by merely posting a sheaf of 
catalogues and circulars (in English) to a Consul, in the ho 
that he will do the rest. English oe are warned that the 
displacement of the German trader will not automatically work 
out to their advantage, as American competition is intelligent 
and already in possession of a large part of the market. The 
iteration of these pieces of advice in practically every Report 
reflections unflattering toour manufacturers ; it is clear, 
however, that there are several extremely successful British 
houses already existing in South America, and that it cannot be 
said, on the results, that we are Too Proud to Trade. 


CUSTOMS AND EXCISE 
Report of the Commissioners of H.M. Customs and Excise for 1914-15, 
Cd. 9621. 943d. 
The Budget estimates for 1914-15, as settled in June, 1914, 
were :— P 


Customs os - be 85,500,000 
Excise .. oe oe oe .. 89,850,000 


75,350,000 
The estimate was revised on the introduction of the first War 
Budget on November 17, 1914, when it took the following form : 
£ 


Pre-war estimate sisi - 75,350,000 
Estimated losses on account of war. 4,000,000 
71,350,000 

Yield of increased duties on tea and 
beer .. 7 ee we - 3,000,000 
74,350,000 

Estimated loss from liquor licence 
concession . . ee ~~ 450,000 
Revised estimate 73,900,000 


The actual receipts, however, confounded the official pessimists, 
as they amounted to £81,570,000. The receipts from nearly 
all heads of duty exceeded the November estimates, the largest 
surplus being produced by spirits (£3,574,000), “The only 
notable deficit was £66,000 under Wine, the consumption of 
which has fallen heavily in consequence of the war.” The 
artificial nature of this increased revenue is indicated by the 
explanation that it is partly due to the large consumption of 
dutiable goods by troops under training, and by dependants 
im receipt of separation allowances. 


MEDICAL TREATMENT IN THE 
SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS 
Second Report of the Highlands and Islands Medical Service Board, 
being for the year ended December 31st, 1915. Cd. 8246. 3d. 
The first Report of the Highlands and Islands Medical Service 
described the deficiency of medical treatment in the 
remotest parts of Scotland, ond the general scheme of a medical 
Service it was proposed to institute. The present Report lays 
down in greater detail the regulations under which grants can 
be made to medical practitioners, nursing associations, hospitals 
and specialists. The provisions for medical attendance as indi- 
cated in the Report appear to be very complete and satisfactory, 
but as the total fund available for the year is only £42,000, the 
scheme in practice may prove to be severely limited. 


THE NATIONAL RELIEF FUND 


Report on the Administration of the National Relief Fund up to March 
31, 1916. Cd. 8286. 54d. 

Report by the Scottish Advisory Committee on the Administration of 
oe eee 1915. 


By March 31 the National Relief Fund had collected £5,853,634, 
including interest on investments. The total issues for naval 
and military relief amounted to £2,624,249, and for civil relief 
to £426,518. The Committee consider that they are entitled 
to a substantial grant from Army Votes in recognition of ex- 
penditure incurred on behalf of the War Office. The latter, 
however, has been turning a deaf ear to the solicitations of 
the Committee since apparently the first months of the war. 
A new move has been made by the grant of £20,000 to the 
Officers’ Families Fund, which used to be financed, up to the ° 
end of last year, entirely from private sources. ‘“ Experience 
has shown that the families of officers, especially of officers 
in the New Armies, are frequently as much in need of some 
financial assistance as the families of men in the ranks.” The 
distressed members of the professional classes have had grants 
amounting to £11,252 during the half-year under review, or 
nearly £4,000 less than in the previous period. This, of course, 
does not bear out the belief, expressed in the last Report, that 
more relief would be required in this direction. It is said that 
“the prospects of employment for professional women are 
very favourable at the present time.” 

The total subscriptions for the half-year came to £228,429, 
as against £428,944 in the previous period. As the Fund was 
on July 1 relieved of all liability on account of naval and military 
distress, and there is a balance,of £2,800,335 in hand, the Fund 
will have a useful sum in reserve to meet civil distress caused 
by the outbreak of peace, when another appeal to the public 
will probably be made. That is to say, it will have the money 
in hand providing it is not used in the meantime on objects 
for which it was not raised, but on which influential persons 
seem anxious to spend it. 

The Scottish Advisory Committee reports very little doing. 
From March 31—September 30, 1915, its grants only came 
to £13,738. 


IRISH TRADE 


Report on the Trade in Imports and Exports at Irish Ports for 1914. 
Cd. 8208. 74d. 


Total imports fell by £13,981; exports rose by £3,433,663 
over the previous year to the record figure of £77,311,052. The 
volume of the export trade has not risen so rapidly as the last figure 
suggests, as the increase is partly the effect of higher prices, and 
the real increase, calculated on 1904 prices, is “almost entirely 
due to the increase in the output of shipping tonnage.” The 
classes of exports maintain their relative importance quite 
remarkably ; the percentages of each of the three classes into 
which they are divided are as in 1910, having fluctuated but 
slightly in the meantime. The trade of Ireland, per head of 
population, is larger than that of any British colony or foreign 
country except New Zealand, and certain countries doing a large 
entrepét business. The total trade of Ireland with countries 
outside Great Britain cannot be ascertained at present. We 
wish the Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
could devise a less cacophonous title for this Report. 


INVENTIONS 
Thirty-Third Report of the Comptroller-General of Patents, Designs, 
and Trade Marks for 1915. H. of C. 58. 2d. 


The Business of the Patent Office has declined very consider- 
ably. The total number of applicants for patents fell from 
24,820 in 1914 to 18,191. Only 17,390 designs were registered, 
as against 33,362 in 1914. Trade marks fell from 4,408 to 3,241. 
There were 347 women inventors in 1914, but last year only 268. 
A change of practice was made in June, 1915, with re; to 
applications filed by subjects of enemy countries. Specifications 
are now accepted and published, but further proceedings on 
them are suspended. A large amount of extra work was in 
October thrown upon the Patent Office by an Order in Council 
under the Defence of the Realm Act. This prescribed that 
no person should apply for a patent outside England without the 
permission of the Admiralty and the Army Council, to whom 
the Comptroller-General of Patents has in the first place to 
report that the invention in question cannot be used to assist 
the enemy. The revenue-producing power of the Patent Office 
has fallen considerably ; the surplus of the total receipts over 
expenditure was £94,298, as compared with £128,062 in 1914. 














Bive nd 
SupPLeMENT 


12 


THE NEW STATESMAN 





AuGusT 26, 1916 





CHURCH DISENDOWMENT IN WALES 


First Report of the Commissioners of Church Temporalities in Wales, 
1914-15. Cd. 8166. 2}d. 


The first Report is short and written in a somewhat chastened 
spirit. On the day on which Disestablishment comes into effect, 
the Commission comes into ion of the whole of the property 
of the Church in Wales, which is to be alienated. Parliament 
has been unable to decide when the day will be; as the law 
stands at present it must be “ not later than the end of the 
present war.” The Commissioners are therefore proceeding 
with a census of Church property, without which, of course, 
they would be unable to carry out their programme after Dis- 
establishment Day. Near the end of last September, 1,034 
forms were issued to incumbents; these were to be filled in 
with particulars of endowments, buildings, incumbency, tithe 
rent c , glebe, burial grounds, etc., and returned by 
November 20. By that date only nineteen forms had been 
sent in, and by January 12th, 1916, when the Report was being 
drafted, only 318 incumbents had supplied the necessary details. 
“We regret the delay, and are unable to see that there was 
sufficient reason to justify it. We are aware that it has been 
in part due to the fact that incumbents were instructed by 
their bishops to return the forms through them, and not direct 
to us, an order that we understand was issued in pursuance of 
a suggestion from the Joint Committee of the Church in Wales 
with a view to obtaining greater accuracy and uniformity in 
the returns through a revision of them by the diocesan authori- 
ties.” Of 191 forms issued to incumbents in the diocese of St. 
Asaph, only two have been returned. Have the Welsh Bishops 
gone on strike ? 

An interesting section of the Report describes the methods 
used to ascertain the “ | gree views of the parishioners” of 
the nineteen border parishes (partly in England, partly in Wales 
and Monmouthshire), whether the Act was to be applied to 
them, as, under Section 9, they are given the option of excluding 
or including themselves from or in the Disestablished area. 
All the men and women, of 21 and over, living in the 19 parishes 
were allowed to vote, and in 17 “‘ there was a marked preponder- 
ance of opinion in favour of exclusion.” In the other two, 
the results of the referendum were indefinite, and the question 
will be submitted a second time with “ more precise and 
methodical procedure.” 


LIST OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
PUBLICATIONS 
(Recetvep since Marcu 3, 1916.) 
The European War. 
NEUTRAL MAILS: Memorandum presented by His Majesty's 


Government and the French Government to Neutral Govern- 
ments regarding the Examination of Parcels and Letter Mails. 
(Mise. No. 9, 1916.) Cd. 8223. Id. (Review, p. 2. 

BELLIGERENT RIGHTS: Further Correspondence between His 
Majesty’s Government and the United States Government 
respecting the Rights of Belligerents. (Misc. No. 14, 1916.) 
Cd. 8235. 2d. (Review, p. 2.) 

BELLIGERENT RIGHTS: Further Correspondence between His 
Majesty’s Government and the United States Government 
respecting the Rights of Belligerents. (Misc. No. 15, 1916.) 
Cd. 8234. 3d. (Review, p. 2.) 

NEUTRAL MAILS: Note from the United States Government 
regarding the Examination of Parcels and Letter Mails. (Misc 
No. 20, 1916.) Cd. 8261. 1d. 

NEUTRAL MAILS : Note addressed to the United States Ambassador 
regarding the Examination of Parcels and Letter Mails. (Misc 
No. 23, 1916.) Cd. 8294. 4d. 


TRADING WITH THE ENEMY: Correspondence with the United 
States Ambassador respecting the ‘* Trading with the Enemy 
(Extension of Powers) Act, 1915.’ (Misc. No. 11, 1916.) Cd. 
8225. jd. (Review, p. 2.) 

CONTRABAND OF WAR: List of Articles declared to be Contra- 
band of War. (Misc. No. 12, 1916.) Cd. 8226. 4d. 


VON DER GOLTZ: Sworn Statement by Horst Von Der Goltz, 

alias Bridgeman Taylor. (Misc. No. 13, 1916.) Cd. 8282. 1}d. 

This man, early in the war, offered our Government information, 

was detained as a suspect, and ultimately confessed he had been 

in the U.S.A., where he was involved in plots, with Von Papen and 

others, to blow up the locks of the canals connecting the Great Lakes, 

the main railway junctions and the grain elevators, so as to alarm 
Canada. The paper must be good reading for Americans. 

DECLARATION OF LONDON: Note addressed by His Majesty’s 

Government to Neutral Representatives in London respecting 

the Withdrawal of the Declaration of London Orders in Council, 

(Mise. No. 22, 1916.) Cd. 8293. 4d. 


WITTENBERG: Report by the Government Committee on the 
Treatment by the Enemy of British Prisoners of War, regarding 
the Conditions Obtaining at Wittenberg Camp during the 
cn Epidemic of 1915. (Misc. No. 10, 1916.) Cd. 8224, 
14d. 


PRISONERS OF WAR: Further Correspondence with the United 
States Ambassador respecting the Treatment of British Prisoners 
of War and Interned Civilians in Germany. (Misc. No. 16, 
1916.) Cd. 8235. 9d. 


PRISONERS OF WAR: Correspondence with the United States 
Ambassador respecting the Transfer to Switzerland of British 
and German Wounded and Sick Combatant Prisoners of War. 
(Mise. No. 17, 1916.) Cd. 8236. 1d. 


PRISONERS OF WAR: Correspondence respecting the Employment 
of British and German Prisoners of War in Poland and France 
respectively. (Misc. No. 19, 1916.) Cd. 8260. 1d. 


ALIEN ENEMIES: Further Correspondence with the United States 
Ambassador respecting the Safety of Alien Enemies Repatriated 
from India on the s.s. Golconda. Cd. 8178. 1d. 


RUHLEBEN : Further Correspondence respecting the Conditions of 
Diet and Nutrition in the Internment Camp at Ruhleben. 
(Mise. No. 21, 1916.) Cd. 8262. 1d. 


RUHLEBEN : Further Correspondence respecting the Conditions of 
Diet and Nutrition in the Internment Camp at Ruhleben and 
the Proposed Release of Interned Civilians. (Misc. No, 25, 
1916.) Cd. 8296. 1d. 


RELIEF OF POLAND, ETC.: Correspondence with the United 
States Ambassador regarding the Relief of Allied Territories 
in the Occupation of the Enemy. (Misc. No. 24, 1916.) Cd. 
8295. 

Sir Edward Grey stated that provided the Germans would allow 
the inhabitants of Poland and other occupied territories to use all 
the foodstuffs and fertilisers their countries produced, and agreed to 
neutral agents coming in to distribute these commodities, such extra 
supplies as were needed would be allowed in. Otherwise not ; and 
reparation would be exacted ‘* for every civilian life lost through 
insuflicient nourishment in every territory occupied by the armies 
of the Central Powers.” 

TREATY SERIES: Declaration withdrawing the British Reserva- 
tions in Respect of Articles 23, 27, and 28 of the Red Cross 
Convention, 1906. Berne, July 7, 1914. (No. 1, 1916.) Cd. 
8175. 4d. 

GERMAN ATROCITIES: Papers relating to German Atrocities and 
Breaches of the Rules of War in Africa. Cd. 8306. 9}d. 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ECONOMIC CONFERENCE OF 
THE ALLIES, held at Paris on June 14, 15, 16 and 17, 1916 
Cd. 8271. 1d. 

BRITISH TRADE AFTER THE WAR (2): Summaries of the 
evidence taken by a Sub-Committee to the Board of Trade 
on Commercial Intelligence in the course of their enquiry with 
respect to measures for securing the position after the War of 
certain Branches of British Industry. Cd. 8275. 4d. 


IRISH REBELLION: Royal Commission on the Rebellion in Ireland. 
Report of Commission. Cd. 8279. 2d. 


IRISH REBELLION : Royal Commission on the Rebellion in Ireland. 
Minutes of Evidence and Appendix of Documents. Cd. 8311. 
Is. 

GOVERNMENT OF IRELAND: Headings of a Settlement as to 
the Government of Ireland. Cd. 8310. jd. 

KUT-EL-AMARA: Papers relating to Major-General C. V. F. 
Townshend’s Appreciation of the Position after the Battle of 
Kut-el-Amara. Cd. 8253. 1d. 

AERONAUTICS: Report of the Advisory Committee for Aero- 
nautics for 1915-16. Cd. 8315. 1d. 

ROYAL AIRCRAFT FACTORY : Report of the Committee on Royal 
Aircraft Factory, and Report to the War Committee by the 
Air Board on the Subject of the Royal Aircraft Factory. Cd. 
8191. 14d. 

CIVLL SERVICES: Estimates for the Year ending 31st March, 1917. 
Ministry of Munitions. H. of C. 26-viii. 4d. 

NAVY AND ARMY SERVICES, WARLIKE OPERATIONS AND 
OTHER EXPENDITURE ARISING OUT OF THE WAR: 
Supplementary Vote of Credit. H. of C. 77. jd. 

NAVAL AND MILITARY OPERATIONS AND OTHER EXPEN- 
DITURE ARISING OUT OF THE WAR: Vote of Credit 
Appropriation Account, 1914-15. H. of C. 24. 2d. 


NAVY AND ARMY SERVICES, WARLIKE OPERATIONS AND 
OTHER EXPENDITURE ARISING OUT OF THE WAR: 
Supplementary Vote of Credit. H. of C. 102. 4d. 

ARMY: Estimates of Effective and Non-Effective Services for 
1916-17. H. of C. 37. 1d. 

r . . . he 

ARMY: Appropriation Account, 1914-15, with the Report of t 
Comptroller and Auditor-General thereon, including also the 
Store Accounts of the Army. H. of C. 7. 10d. 
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ARMY: Statement of Excess, 1914-15. H. of C. 106. jd. 
NAVY: Estimates for 1916-17. H. of C. 34. 1d. 
NAVY: Statement of Excess, 1914-15. H. of C. 108. 4d. 


NAVAL AND MILITARY SERVICES (PENSIONS AND GRANTS): 
Index and Digest of Evidence from the Select Committee. 
H. of C. 196-Ind. 2}d. 


WAR PENSIONS, ETC., STATUTORY COMMITTEE: Draft 
Regulations (Part I.) for Grants to supplement Pensions, 
Grants and Separation Allowances payable out of Public Funds 
and for other Grants and Allowances. Cd. 8316. 1d. 


MILITARY SERVICE (CIVIL LIABILITIES) COMMITTEE : 
Regulations made by the Military Service (Civil Liabilities) 
Committee. Cd. 8249. 1)d. 


CIVIL SERVANTS OF MILITARY AGE: Return showing the 
number of persons employed in the various Government Depart- 
ments in Great Britain at the outbreak of War and on April 1, 
1916; the number who have joined the Forces; and the 
—— of military age remaining on the same date. H. of C. 
78. ° 

At the outbreak of War 157,000 were employed ; on April Ist last 

147,000. Of 80,000 permanent men employed at the outbreak of 

war 48,000 had joined the forces. Of 31,000 remaining in employment 

7,000 had been medically rejected, 20,000 had attested, 4,000 had 

not attested. And 10,900 attested and 850 unattested had been 

given or would be given permission to go when called up. 


TRADING WITH THE ENEMY AMENDMENT ACT: Summary 
of Cases dealt with by the Advisory Committee up to 2nd 
June, 1916, inclusive, and of the recommendations made 
therein. Cd. 8308. 4d. 


ALIENS (NATURALIZATION): Return showing the Names of the 
Aliens to whom Certificates of Naturalization have been issued 
and whose Oaths of Allegiance have, during the year ended 
the 3lst day of December, 1915, been registered at the Home 
Office, giving the Country and Place of Residence of the Person 
Naturalized, etc. H. of C. 88. 54d. 


523 persons, mainly Englishwomen who had married Germans, 
were readmitted to British nationality and 983 of alien origin were 
naturalized. Of these 9 were Austrians, 44 Germans, 98 Italians, 
1 a Bulgarian, 12 Ottomans, 334 Russians, 95 Dutch, and 47 North 
Americans. 


MUNITIONS OF WAR (AMENDMENT) ACT: Rules for Consti- 
tuting and Regulating Munitions Tribunals. H. of C. 32, 4d. 
H. of C. 33, 4d. 


MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS: Memorandum No. 7, Industrial 
Fatigue and its Causes, Cd. 8213, 14d.; Memorandum No. 8, 
Special Industrial Diseases, Cd. 8214, 1d.; Memorandum 
No. 9, Ventilation and Lighting of Munition Factories and 
Workshops, Cd. 8215, 14d.; Memorandum No. 10, Sickness 
and Injury, Cd. 8216, 14d. 


NATIONAL RELIEF FUND (SCOTLAND): Report by the Scottish 
Advisory Committee on the Administration up to 30th Sep- 
tember, 1915. Cd. 8227. 14d. (Review, p. 11.) 


REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE NATIONAL 
RELIEF FUND up to the 31st March, 1916. (In continuation 
of Cd. 8169.) Cd. 8286. 54d. (Review, p. 11.) 


GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE ON WAR ORGANISATION IN 
THE DISTRIBUTING TRADES IN SCOTLAND: Second 
Report of the Committee appointed by the Secretary for 
Scotland. Cd. 8220. 4d. 


COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES ON QUESTIONS ARISING 
OUT OF THE WAR: List of Certain Commissions and Com- 
mittees set up to deal with Public Questions Arising out of 
the War. Cd. 8256. 1d. 


WAR CHARITIES COMMITTEE : Report of the Committee on War 
Charities. Cd. 8287. 1d. (Review, p. 5.) 


DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON THE SETTLEMENT AND 
EMPLOYMENT OF SAILORS AND SOLDIERS ON THE 
LAND: Part II. of the Final Report of the Departmental 
Committee appointed by the President of the Board of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries to consider the Settlement and Employ- 
ment on the land in England and Wales of discharged Sailors 
and Soldiers. Cd. 8277. 4d. 


ADMINISTRATIVE CONCESSIONS MADE TO OLD AGE PEN- 
SIONERS: Administrative Concessions made to Old Age 
Pensioners since the commencement of the War, under which 
Temporary Increases of Means are not, in general, being taken 
into Account with a view to the Reduction or Revocation of 
Pension. Cd. 8820. 4d. 


DEFENCE OF THE REALM (LIQUOR CONTROL) REGULA- 
TIONS: Second Report of the Central Control Board, 1915. 
Cd. 8243. 34d. 


BRITISH MUSEUM (BLOOMSBURY AND NATURAL HISTORY) : 
Copy of Regulations made by the Trustees for Partial Closing 
of the British Museum. Cd. 8212. 4d. 





BOARD OF EDUCATION : School Attendance and Employment in 
Agriculture. Cd. 8302. 4d. 

On May 8ist, 14,441 boys and 1,312 girls who should have been 
attending school were working on the land. The average age appears 
to be lowest in Worcestershire, where 109 boys and 34 girls under 
12 years of age were being employed. 

CEYLON WAR CONTRIBUTION : Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 
25th February, 1916, showing the manner in which Instalments 
of the Ceylon War Contribution will be applied. Cd. 8209. 4d. 


Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES: The Recent 
Development of German Agriculture. Cd. 8305. 4d. (‘To be 
reviewed.) 

BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES: Agricultural 
Statistics, 1915, Vol. L. Part I.—Acreage and Live Stock 
Returns of England and Wales. Cd. 8240. 4d. 

Decrease in acreage (crops and pasture), 77,763 acres. There was 
a reduction in the number of small and large holdings, but medium- 
sized farms (50-300 acres) increased. The area under wheat was 20 
per cent. greater than in 1914, that under barley the lowest on record, 
that under oats increased by about 7 per cent., that under barley 
decreased by 9 per cent. The area under these, with rye, beans and 
peas, was 5,933,516 acres, the largest total since 1900. The number 
of horses on agricultural holdings decreased by 8 per cent., the total 
number of cattle (6,064,154) was the largest on record. Sheep in- 
creased, pigs decreased. 

BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES: Agricultural 
Statistics, 1915: Returns of Produce of Crops in England 
and Wales. Cd. 8300. 2d. 

In the whole of the United Kingdom the produce of wheat was 
9,239,355 qrs., as against 7,804,041 in 1914, in spite of a decreased 
yield per acre. Every other crop increased in quantity except barley 
(a drop from eight million quarters to nearly six), beans, peas, hay 
and hops. 

BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES: Report on Agri- 
cultural Education and the Improvement of Live Stock in 
Wales in 1912-13 to 1914-15. Cd. 8222. 2}d. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE FOR SCOTLAND: Fourth Report, 
being for 1915. Cd. 8282. 3}d. 


SCOTTISH LAND COURT: Report as to their Proceedings for 
1915. Cd. 8304. 2d. 


ULTIMUS HERES (SCOTLAND) (ACCOUNT AND LIST OF 
ESTATES): Return. H. of C. 63. jd. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL IN- 
STRUCTION FOR IRELAND: Report on the Trade in 
Imports and Exports at Irish Ports during 1914. Cd. 8208. 
74d. 

IRISH LAND COMMISSION: Return of Advances during April 
and May, 1915. Cd. 8164. ° 


EVICTIONS (IRELAND): Return of the Number of Eviction 
Notices, and of Actual Evictions for the Quarter ended 31st 
December, 1915. Cd. 8201. 4d. 

(See also European War.) 


Army, Navy, and Civil Services. 


ARMY (MILITARY SAVINGS BANK): Statement. H. of C. 48, 
4d. 

NATIONAL DEBT (MILITARY SAVINGS BANKS): Account of 
the Gross Amount of all Moneys Received and Paid by the 
Commissioners for the Reduction of the National Debt. H, 
of C. 29. 43d. 

ARMY (CLOTHING FACTORY): Annual Accounts of the Royal 
Army Clothing Factory for 1914-1915; with the Report of 
the Comptroller and Auditor-General thereon. H.of C. 9. 1d. 


ARMY (ORDNANCE FACTORIES): Annual Accounts of the 
Ordnance Factories for 1914-1915, with the Report of the 
Comptroller and Auditor-General thereon. H. of C. 47. 2)d. 


ARMY (ORDNANCE FACTORIES): Statement of Excess, 1914-15. 
H. of C. 107. 4d. 

CIVIL SERVICES: Estimates for the Year ending 31st March, 1917, 
With Memorandum by the Financial Secretary to the Treasury. 
H. of C. 26. 34d. (Review, p. 8.) 

CIVIL SERVICES: Estimates for the Year ending 31st March, 
1917. Class II.—Salaries and Expenses of Civil Departments. 
H. of C. 26-II. 1s. 6d. Class I11.—Law and Justice. H. of C. 
26-III. 1s. 1d. Class IV.—Education, Science, and Art. 
H. of C. 26-IV. 8d. Class VII.—Old Age Pensions, Labour 
Exchanges, Insurance, etc. H. of C, 26-VIT. 3jd. (Review, 
p- 8.) 

CIVIL SERVICES: Index to the Estimates for the Year ending 
8lst March, 1917. H. of C. 26-Ind. 2}d. 

CIVIL SERVICES (SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE): Estimate of 
a further Sum required to be voted for the Service of the Year 
ending 3ist March, 1917. H. of C. 100. 14d. 
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POST OFFICE: Report of the Postmaster-General on the Post 
Office, 1914-15. Cd. 7955. 1s. 1d. (Review, p. 4.) 


POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES: Account 
showing the Gross Amount Received and Expended on account 
of the Telegraph Service during the Year ended 81st March, 
1915, and the Balance of the Expenditure over Receipts; A 
Statement additional to the above Account; and Statements 
of Account, together with the Report of the Comptroller and 
Auditor-General. H. of C. 391. 8d. (Review, p. 4.) ' 


POST OFFICE: Supplement to Estimates, Revenue Departments. 


REPORT ON THE FINDINGS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON POST OFFICE SERVANTS: Second Report. Cd. 8244. 
1d. 

CIVIL SERVICES: Revised Estimate of the Amount required in 
the Year ending 31st March, 1917, to pay the Salaries and 
Expenses of the House of Commons. H. of C. 75. 1d. 

HIS MAJESTY’S CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSIONERS ;: Sixtieth 
Report. Cd. 8257. 14d. 


PUBLIC TRUSTEE : Eighth General Report by the Public Trustee. 
Cd. 8241. 14d. 

The business of the Department still expands. The number of 
new estates and trusts accepted was 1,595 of the value of £16,622,194, 
as against 1,543 of the value of £11,623,429, and the Public Trustee 
was notified that he had been nominated as executor and/or trustee 
in wills dealing with an estimated value of over eighteen millions, 
as against under ten millions. The financial stability of the Depart- 
ment was maintained. 

COMMISSIONERS OF HIS MAJESTY’S CUSTOMS AND EXCISE : 
Sixth Report for the Year ended 31st March, 1915. Cd. 7621. 
94d. 

REVENUE DEPARTMENT (SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE) : 
Estimate of a further Sum required to be voted for the Service 
of the Year ending 31st March, 1917. H. of C. 103. 4d. 

(See also European War.) 


Education. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION: Report on the Board of Education for 
the Year 1914-1915. Cd. 8274. 53d. (To be reviewed.) 


BOARD OF EDUCATION : Regulations under which Special Grants 
in Aid of certain Local Education Authorities in England 
and Wales will be paid in 1916-1917. Cd. 8218. 4d. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION : Report for the Year 1915 on the Victoria 
and Albert Museum and the Bethnal Green Museum. Cd. 8280. 
23d. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION : Reports for the Year 1915 of the Science 
Museum and on the Geological Survey and the Museum of 
Practical Geology. Cd. 8269. 2d. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION: Interim Report of the Consultative 
Committee on Scholarships for Higher Education. Cd. 8291. 
43d. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHERS’ DEFERRED ANNUITY 
FUND: Second Septennial Actuarial Report on the Assets 
and Liabilities. (H. of C. 42. 38d. (Review, p. 10.) 

COLLEGE CHARTER ACT: Copy of Application for the Grant of 
a Charter to ‘*‘ The Trinity College of Music,” London, together 
with a Copy of the Draft of the Charter applied for. (1) 24d. 


UNIVERSITIES OF OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE ACT: Statute 
made by the Governing Body of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
on 27th November, 1915. H. of C. 46. 

UNIVERSITIES OF OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE ACT: Statutes 
made by the Governing Body of Christ Church, Oxford, on 
16th June, 1915. H. of C. 67. 4d. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION (WELSH DEPARTMENT): Report of 
the Board of Education under the Welsh Intermediate Educa- 
tion Act, 1889, for 1915. H. of C. 69. 1d. 


WELSH UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGES (GRANTS IN AID): 
Copy of Report of the Advisory Committee on Grants to Uni- 
versities and Colleges with Supplementary Memorandum, and 
of Reports of the Departmental Committee on the National 
Medical School for Wales at Cardiff, and of the Treasury 
Minutes thereon. H. of C. 62. 34d. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL ON EDUCATION 
IN SCOTLAND: 1915-1916. Cd. 8278. 2}d. 


SCOTCH EDUCATION DEPARTMENT: Amendment of the Super- 
annuation Scheme for Teachers, 1916. Cd. 8312. 4d. 


EDUCATION (SCOTLAND): Statement. Cd. 8217. 4d. 


EDUCATION (SCOTLAND): Minute of the Committee of Council 
on Education in Scotland, dated 8th May, 1916, continuing the 
Operation of the Code of Regulations for Continuation Classes, 
1915, with Certain Modifications. Cd. 8245. 4d. 

EDUCATION (SCOTLAND): Minute of the Committee of Council 
on Education in Scotland, dated 19th April, 1916, amending 
the Regulations for the Preliminary Education, Training and 
Certification of Teachers for Various Grades of Schools, 1915. 

Cd. 8287. 4d. 


——— 


EDUCATION (SCOTLAND): Minute of the Committee of Council 
on Education in Scotland, continuing the Operation of the 
Code of Regulations for Day Schools, 1915, with Certain Modi- 
fications. Cd. 8208. 4d. 


UNIVERSITY COURT ORDINANCE No. L. (Edinburgh No. 18); 
Institution of a Degree in the Theory, History, and Practice 
of Education and Relative Regulations. H. of C. 84. 1d. 


UNIVERSITY COURT ORDINANCE No. LI. (General No. 3); 
Ordinance of the University Courts of the Universities of St. 
Andrews, Glasgow, Aberdeen, and Edinburgh. General No. 3 
(Regulations as to Preliminary Examinations). H. of C. 86. 14d. 

EDUCATION (IRELAND), 1915: Annual Report of the Commis- 
sioners of Education in Ireland for the Year 1915. Cd. 8258. 
2d. 

INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION (IRELAND): Account of the 
Receipts and Expenditure of the Intermediate Education 
Board for Ireland for the Year ended 31st December, 1915 ; 
together with the Report of the Comptroller and Auditor- 
General thereon. H. of C. 87. 4d. 

IRISH UNIVERSITY ACT, 1908 : Statute IV. for University Coliege, 
Dublin H. of C. 55. 4d. 


IRISH UNIVERSITIES ACT: Statute IV. for University College, 
Cork. H. of C. 23. 4d. 


IRISH UNIVERSITIES ACT: Statute IV. for University College, 
Galway. H. of C. 31. 14d. 


Imperial and Foreign Affairs. 
WEST AFRICA : Committee on Edible and Oil-Producing Nuts and 


Seeds. Report with a Despatch from the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. Cd. 8247. 5d. Minutes of Evidence. (Cd. 
8248. Is. lld. 


TRADE OF CANADA: Report on the Trade of the Dominion of 
Canada for the Year 1915 by Mr. C. Hamilton Wickes. Cd. 
8270. 3d. 


TRADE OF NEW ZEALAND : Report on the Trade of the Dominion 
of New Zealand for the Year 1915, with Supplementary Report 
on the Trade Returns for 1914, by Mr. W. G. Wickham. Cd. 
8268. 3d. 


TRADE OF AUSTRALIA: Report on the Trade of Australia for 
the Year 1915. Cd. 8285. 3jd. 
(See also European War.) 


Colonial Reports. 


ANNUAL SERIES: 874, British Guiana (Report for 1914-15), Cd. 
8172, 2}d.; 876, Leeward Islands (Report for 1914-15), Cd. 
8172-2, 1jd.; 878, Nigeria, Cd. 8172-4, 4d.; 879, Cayman 
Islands (Jamaica) (Report for 1914-15), Cd. 8172-5, 14d. ; 880, 
St. Lucia (Report for 1914-15), Cd. 8172-6, 1d.; 881, East 
Africa Protectorate (Report for 1914-15), Cd. 8172-7, 3}d. ; 
882, Report, by the Director, on the Work of the Imperial 
Institute, 1914, Cd. 8172-8, 2d.; 883, Nyasaland (Report for 
1914-15), Cd. 8172-9, 14d.; 884, Gilbert and Ellice Islands 
Protectorate (Report for 1914-15), Cd. 8172-10, 1}d.; 885, 
Weihaiwei, Report for 1915, Cd. 8172-11, Id. 


India. 


EAST INDIA (PROGRESS AND CONDITION): Statement ex- 
hibiting the Moral and Material Progress and Condition of 
India during 1914-15. H. of C. 36. 6d. 


EAST INDIA (FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND BUDGET): Copy 
of the Indian Financial Statement and Budget for 1916-17. 
H. of C. 80. 3s. 1d. (Review, p. 9.) 


EAST INDIA (HOME ACCOUNTS): Home Accounts of the Govern- 
ment of India. H. of C. 70. 8d. (Review, p. 9.) 


EAST INDIA (ESTIMATE) : Estimate of Revenue and Expenditure 
of the Government of India for 1915-16, compared with the 
Results of 1914-15. H.ofC.71. 2d. (Review, p. 9.) 


EAST INDIA (TRADE): Review of the Trade of India in 1914-15. 
Cd. 8228. Is. 10d. 


EAST INDIA (INCOME AND EXPENDITURE): Return of the 
Net Income and Expenditure of British India, under certain 
specified Heads, for the Three Years from 1912-13 to 1914-15 
(in continuation of Parliamentary Paper No. 118 of Session 
1915). 85. 23d. 

EAST INDIA (LOANS RAISED IN ENGLAND): Return of all 
Loans raised in England, chargeable on the Revenues of India 
H. of C. 57. 4d. 

EAST INDIA (LOANS RAISED IN INDIA): Return of all Loans 
raised in India. H. of C. 91. 4d. 


CONSOLIDATION BILLS (GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AMEND 
MENT BILL): Report from the Joint Select Committee © 
the House of Lords and the House of Commons. H. of ©. 
109. 4d. 

(See also European War.) 
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Labour and Industrial Regulations. 


FRIENDLY SOCIETIES : Reports of the Chief Registrar of Friendly 
Societies for 1915. Part A.—General Report. H. of C. 30. 
Is. 5d. 

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES : Reports of the Chief Registrar of Friendly 
Societies for 1914. Part A.—Appendix (A)., Particulars of 
Valuation Returns. H. of C. 139-I. 4d. Part C.—Trade 
Unions. H. of C. 139-III. 3}d. Part D.—Building Societies. 
H. of C. 139-IV. 1s. 3d 


EXPLOSIVES ACT, 1875 (88 Vict. c. 17): Fortieth Annual Report 
of His Majesty’s Inspectors of Explosives, being their Annual 
Report for the Year 1915. Cd. 8272. 2}d. 


BOILER EXPLOSIONS : Report of the Secretary of the Board of 
Trade upon the Working of the Boiler Explosions Act, 1882 
and 1890, during the Year ending June 30th, 1915, with Ap- 
pendices. Cd. 8267. 2d. 


DRY POWDER FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: Report of the Com- 
mittee for the Home Department to conduct Experiments to 
test the Value of Dry Powder Fire Extinguishers, as compared 
with Water and other ‘‘ First Aid ” Appliances for Extinguishing 
or Effectively Controlling Fires such as are likely to be caused 
by Bombs. Cd. 8250. Id. 

The Committee tested a powder called ‘* Kyl-Fyre,” but came to 
the Greek poet’s conclusion, ‘“‘ arision men hudor” Jet ‘* ex- 
tincteurs *’ are recommended. 


GAS UNDERTAKINGS: Return relating to all Authorised Gas 
Undertakings in the United Kingdom other than those of Local 
Authorities, for 1913, H. of C. 311, 10d.; Return for 1914, 
H. of C. 312, 63d. 


PATENTS, DESIGNS AND TRADE MARKS: Thirty-Third Report 
of the Comptroller-General with Appendices for 1915. H. of C. 
58. 2d. 

REGISTRATION OF FIRMS BILL: Report from the Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Lords, together with Proceedings of 
the Committee and Minutes of Evidence. H. of L. 68. 5d. 


FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS: Annual Report of the Chief 
Inspector of Factories and Workshops for the Year 1915. 
Cd. 8276. 2d. (To be reviewed.) 
(See also European War.) 


Local Government. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD: Forty-fourth Annual Report, 
1914-1915. Part I. Cd. 8195. 5d. Part II.—Housing and 
Town Planning. Cd. 8196. 23d. Part III.—(a) Public Health 
and Local Administration, (b) County Council Administration, 
(c) Local Taxation and Valuation. Cd. 8197. 6d. (Review, 
p- 3.) 

TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT of the Local Government 
Board for Scotland, 1915. Cd. 8273. 9d. 


PAUPERISM (ENGLAND AND WALES): Statement for Ist 
January, 1915. 


SPECIAL REPORT from the Select Committee on Local Legislation, 
together with the Proceedings of the Committee. H. of C. 79. 1d. 
(See also European War.) 


National Health Insurance. 


NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE : Interim Report of the Depart- 
mental Committee on Approved Society Finance and Adminis- 
tration (and Correspondence thereon). Cd. 8251. 4d. (Review, 
p. 7.) 

NATIONAL INSURANCE ACTS: Second Report on the Work of 
the National Insurance Audit Department, 1915. Cd. 8210. 
2d. (Review, p. 19.) 


NATIONAL INSURANCE ACT, 1911 (PART I.) ACCOUNT. Ac- 
count showing Nature and Amount of the Securities held by 
the Commissioners for the Reduction of the National Debt at 
31st December, 1915, as Investments for Moneys, forming part 
of the National Health Insurance Fund, paid over to eg 
by the Insurance Commissioners for England, Wales, Scotland, 
and Ireland, respectively, under Section 54 (3) of the National 
Insurance Act, 1911. H. of C. 90. 4d. 

NATIONAL INSURANCE ACT, 1911 (PART II.) : Account. H. of C. 

NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE COMMISSION (ENGLAND) : 


Reports of Decisions on Appeals and Applications. Part III. 
Cd. 8239 38d 


Police, Law, and Crime. 

POLICE (COUNTIES AND BOROUGHS, ENGLAND AND 
WALES) : Report of His Majesty’s Inspectors of Constabulary 
for year ended 29th September, 1915. H. of C. 35. 1d. 

POLICE OF THE METROPOLIS : Report for 1914. Cd. 8188. 3d. 
(Review, p. 6.) 

METROPOLITAN POLICE: Accounts showing the Sums Received 
and Expended for the Purposes of the Metropolitan Police, 
and Police Pension Funds, between Ist April, 1915, and 31st 
March, 1916. H. of C 66. 2)d. 


ANNUAL REPORT of The Prison Commissioners for Scotland for 
the year 1915. Cd. 8265. 5d. 

Commitments declined from 48,535 to 27,340; owing to the enlist- 
ment of some criminals, the moral reform of others, and the diminution 
of unemployment. 

POLICE (SCOTLAND) : Fifty-Eighth Annual Report of His Majesty's 
Inspector of Constabulary for Scotland for 1915. Cd. 8221. $d. 


SUPREME COURT : Prize, etc. Deposit Account, 1914-15. H. of C 
48. Id. 


Population. 


BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES IN ENGLAND AND 
WALES: Report for 1914 Cd. 8406. 5s. 1d. (Review, p. 7.) 


EMIGRATION STATISTICS (IRELAND): Report for 1915. Cd. 
8230. 2)d. 
Emigrants number 10,792, a decrease of 9,791 as against 1914. 
The rate per thousand (2.4) was much the lowest recorded. The 
lowest rate was recorded in Leinster, Ulster coming next. 


Taxation and Finance. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT (1916-17) : Copy of Statement of Revenue 
and Expenditure as laid before the House by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer when opening the Budget. H. of C. 50. 1}d. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Copy of Statements showing the 
Amount of Tax payable on certain Incomes, and the Virtual 
Rate charged in the £, under the existing Law, and under the 
proposals made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer on 4th April, 
1916. H.of C. 51. 43d. 
The new total tax on incomes of £100,000 is 8s. 3.7d. per £, which 
comes to £41,529 3s. 4d. E pur si muove. 


PUBLIC INCOME AND EXPENDITURE: An Account of the 
Public Income and Expenditure of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland in the Year ended 31st March, 1916 ; 
together with the Balances in the Exchequer on Ist April, 1915. 
H. of C. 64. 4d. 


SINKING FUNDS: Account of the Commissioners for the Reduction 
of the National Debt in the Financial Year ended 31st March, 
1916. H. of C. 81. 4d. 

REVENUE DEPARTMENTS: Estimates for the Year ending 
3lst March, 1917. H. of C. 26-X. 10d. 


CROWN’S NOMINEE ACCOUNT, 1915. H. of C. 72. 1d. 


CIVIL LIST PENSIONS. List of all Pensions granted during the 
year ended 31st March, 1916, and payable under the provisions 
of Section 9 (1) of the Civil List Act, 1910. 94. 4d. 

Amongst the recipients were Mr. Comyns Carr (£200), Mr. W. H. 

Mallock (£150), Mrs. F. T. Bullen (£50), Lady Murray, widow of the 

editor of the Oxford Dictionary (£170), and Mr. W. H. Davies (£50 in 

addition to a previous £50). 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS: First Report from the Committee. H. of C. 
83. Id. 

GOVERNMENT INSURANCES AND ANNUITIES: Account of all 
Moneys Received on account of Contracts for the Grant of 
Deferred Life Annuities and for Payments on Death, and of 
the Disposal thereof; and of the Contracts made for 1915. 
H. of C. 49. 3d. 

NATIONAL DEBT (SAVINGS BANKS AND FRIENDLY SO- 
CIETIES): Account. H. of C, 28. 1d. 


NATIONAL DEBT ANNUITIES: Account. H of C. 44. 4d. 


TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANKS: Report for the Year ended 20th 
November, 1915, with Appendices. H. of C. 45. 2)d. 
PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL: Copy of Statement of Particulars 
of Loans of which the Balances Outstanding are Proposed to 
be Remitted or Written Off (in Whole or in Part) from the 

Assets of the Local Loans Fund. H. of C. 104. 1d. 
(See also European War.) 


Trade and Navigation. 


MERCHANT SHIPPING: Report of the Committee appointed by 
the Board of Trade to advise on the Load Lines of Merchant 
Ships and the Carriage of Deck Cargoes of Wood Goods. Cd. 
8204. 2s. 2d. 

MERCANTILE MARINE. Examinations for Certificates of Com- 
petency. Report on the Examinations of Candidates for 
Certificates of Competency in the Mercantile Marine and the 
Sea-Fishing Service for the year ended December 3lst, 1915. 
Cd. 8292. 4d. 

MERCHANT SHIPPING ACTS, 1894 to 1906. Report by the Board 
of Trade of the cases in which they have exercised their powers 
under Section 78 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1906, during 
the year ended 31st May, 1916. H. of C. 92. $d. 


SUEZ CANAL: Commercial No. 1 (1916) Suez Canal. Returns of 
Shipping and Tonnage: 1913, 1914, 1915. (In continuation of 
** Commercial No. 1 (1915): Cd. 8010.) Cd. 8263. 2d. 
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OUTPUT OF COAL IN THE UNITED KINGDOM : Return showing 
the Estimated Quantities of Coal raised in the United Kingdom 
in each Quarter of 1915. H. of C. 54. 4d. 


ASSURANCE COMPANIES: Return Part A. Statements of Life 
Assurance and Annuity Business and Abstracts of Actuarial 
Reports, in respect of Life Assurance Business deposited with 
the Board of Trade under Section 7 of ‘‘ The Assurance Com- 
panies Act, 1909,” during the year ending 31st December, 1915. 
397. 6s. Part B.: Statements of General Assurance Business 
(excluding Life Assurance Business and Sinking Fund Insurance 
—— and of Bond Investment Business H. of C. 397-1 
4s. ° 


COAL SHIPMENTS : Tables Giving Details as to Shipments of Coal 
Abroad, Coastwise, and as Bunkers, from each Port of the 
United Kingdom, for 1914 and 1915. Cd. 8288. 2d. 

Coal exports in 1915 came to over 43 million tons, as against over 

59 million tons in 1914. 


TRADE AND NAVIGATION: Accounts of the United Kingdom 
for Each Month during 1916. February, 1916. ©.21-I. 1s. 5d. 
Accounts for March. H. of C. 38-II. 1s. 5d. Accounts for 
April. H. of C. 38-III. 1s. 6d. Accounts for May. UH. of C. 
38-IV. 1s. Gd. Accounts for June. H. of C. 38-V. 1s. 6d. 
Accounts for July. H. of C. 38-VI. 1s. 6d. 


TRADE AND COMMERCE OF CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS : Accounts, including Figures 
received up to 25th March, 1916. H.ofC.27-I. 38d. Accounts, 
including Figures received up to 29th April, 1916. H. of C. 
27-II. #8id. Accounts, including Figures received up to 
27th May, 1916. H. of C. 27-III. 3d. Account, including 
Figures received up to 20th June, 1916. H. of C. 27-IV. 3d. 
Account, including Figures received up to 22nd July, 1916. 
H. of C. 27-V. 34d. 

(See also European War.) 


Diplomatic and Consular Reports. 


ANNUAL SERIES: 5565, Brazil (Pernambuco). (d. 8170-10. 
5566, Denmark (Faroe Islands and Iceland). Cd. 8170-11. 24¢ 
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Transport and Traffic. 


LONDON TRAFFIC BRANCH: Report, 1915. Cd. 8198. 3d. 


RAILWAY AND CANAL TRAFFIC ACTS : Twenty-Seventh Annual 
Report of the Railway and Canal Commission, with Appendix. 
Cd. 8255. 2d. 


RAILWAY ACCIDENTS: Returns of Accidents 
during 1915. Cd. 8254. 443d. 
Killed 1,364, injured 9,268; increases of 249 and 1,418 as against 
the preceding year. 


STREET ACCIDENTS CAUSED BY VEHICLES: Return for 1915. 
H. of C. 39. 2d. 

RAILWAY ACCIDENTS: General Report to the Board of Trade 
upon the Accidents that have Occurred on the Railways of 
the United Kingdom during 1915. Cd. 8301. 24d. 


CALEDONIAN CANAL: One Hundred and Eleventh Report of the 
Commissioners. H. of C. 105. 24d. 


ROAD IMPROVEMENT FUND: Accounts, 1915-16. 
110. 4d. 


LIGHT RAILWAYS ACTS: Order made by the Light Railway 
Commissioners authorising the Construction of a Light Railway 
in the North Riding of the County of York from Forcett to 
Hutton Magna. Cd. 7931. 23d. 


LIGHT RAILWAYS ACTS, 1896 and 1912: London and North 
Western Railway (Dyserth and Newmarket Light Railway) 
Order, 1915. Order made by the Light Railway Commis- 
sioners, and confirmed by the Board of Trade, authorising the 
Construction of a Light Railway in the County of Flint from 
Dyserth to Newmarket. Cd. 7822. 2d 


and Casualties 


H. of C, 


Miscellaneous. 


ASTRONOMER ROYAL FOR SCOTLAND: Twenty-Sixth Annual 
Report, 1915-16. Cd. 8242. jd. 

CHARITY COMMISSIONERS FOR ENGLAND AND WALES: 
Sixty-Third Report. Cd. 8211. 1d. 

NUMERICAL LIST AND INDEX to the Sessional Printed Papers 
of February, 1914—18 September, 1914. H.of C.479. 1s. 10d. 

HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS COMMISSION: Report on the 
Records of the City of Exeter. Cd. 7640. 2s. 3d. 

HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS COMMISSION: Calendar of the 
Stuart Papers belonging to His Majesty the King, preserved 
at Windsor Castle. Vol. VI. Cd. 7104. 3s. 9d. 

HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS COMMISSION: Report on the 
Manuscripts of Lord Polwarth. Vol. II. Cd. 7593. 2s. 10d. 
(Review, p. 1.) 


Printed for the Proprietors by W. Speatcut & Sons, 98 & 99 Fetter Lane, E.C.; Published by the Statesman PupeLisHine Co., 
Kingsway, W.C.—August 26, 1916. 


HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS COMMISSION: Report on the 
Manuscripts of J. B. Fortescue, Esq., preserved at Dropmore . 
Vol. IX. Cd. 7105. 2s. 8d. (Review, p. 1.) 

NATIONAL GALLERY (REPORT): Copy of Report of the Director 
of the National Gallery for 1915. H. of C. 19. 1d. 


QUEEN ANNE’S BOUNTY: Annual Report and Accounts of the 
Governors for 1915. Cd. 8219. 24d. 

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY: Fifty-Ninth Annual Report 
of the Trustees of the National Portrait Gallery, 1915-1916, 
Cd. 8290. 14d. 

BRITISH MUSEUM: Return, 1916. H. of C. 68. 53d. 

NATIONAL GALLERY (IRELAND): Director's Report for 1915, 
Cd. 8229. 3d. 


DUCHY OF CORNWALL: An Account of the Receipts and Dis- 
bursements of the Duchy of Cornwall in 1915. H.ofC.41. 4d, 


DUCHY OF LANCASTER : Account of the Receipts and Disburse- 
ments of the Duchy of Lancaster for 1915. Also a separate 
Account of the Capital of the said Duchy. H. of C. 40. 4d. 


DUCHY OF LANCASTER : Account of Cash Receipts and Payments 
in respect of Development Fund Grant for the Year ended 
20th December, 1915. H. of C. 61. 4d. 


WELSH CHURCH ACT ACCOUNTS: Account of Cash Receipt and 
Payments of the Welsh Church Commission from 24th Sep- 
tember, 1914, to 31st December, 1915, together with the Report 


of the Comptroller and Auditor-General thereon. H. of (C, 
52. 4d. 

HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS MEDICAL SERVICE BOARD: 
Second Report, being for 1915. Cd. 8246. 3d. (Review, 


p- 11.) 

FEE FUND (HOUSE OF LORDS): Account of the Fee Fund of 
the House of Lords from Ist April, 1915, to 31st March, 1916. 
Cd. 8252. 4d. 

LORDS SPIRITUAL AND TEMPORAL: Alphabetical List. 

LORDS SPIRITUAL AND TEMPORAL: Roll. 


ALEXANDER’S RESTITUTION BILL (LORDS): Report from the 
Select Committee, together with the Proceedings. H. of C. 
76. 4d. 


HOUSE OF LORDS REFRESHMENT ROOMS: First Report from 
the Select Committee of the House of Lords. 42. 4d. 


TEMPORARY LAWS: Register for the Sixth Session, XXXth 
Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 
H. of C. 65. 24d. 


PUBLIC WORKS (IRELAND): Eighty-Third Annual Report of the 
Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland with Appendices 
for the Year ending 31st March, 1915. Cd. 8119. 7d. 


CHURCH ESTATES COMMISSIONERS: _ Sixty-Fifth 
Cd. 8207. 4d. 


ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSIONERS FOR ENGLAND: Sixty- 
Eighth Report, with an Appendix. Cd. 8205. 2d. (Review p. 9). 


Report. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS (KITCHEN AND REFRESHMENT 
ROOMS): Report from the Select Committee. H. of C. 98. 
33d. 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON ANCIENT MONUMENTS IN WALES 
AND MONMOUTHSHIRE: Seventh Report of the Royal 


Commission. Cd. 8289. 1d. 
CONSOLIDATION BILLS: Report from the Joint Select Committee. 
Ii. of C. 99. 1d. 


PUBLIC PETITIONS: Reports of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons. Session 1916. 


PUBLIC PETITIONS : Appendix to the Reports of the Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons. Session 1916. 


PUBLICATIONS AND DEBATES REPORTS: Report from the 
Select Committee. H. of C. 112. 1d. 


CONSOLIDATION BILLS (1916): Report on the Larceny Bill 
(H.L.), together with the Proceedings of the Committee, and 
Minutes of Evidence. H. of C. 73. 74d. 


HOUSE OF LORDS OFFICES: First Report from the Select Com- 
mittee. H. of C. 91. 4d. 


OPPOSED PRIVATE BILL COMMITTEES: Report from the 
Committee of Selection of the House of Lords, together with an 
Appendix. H. of L. 8. 1d. 


SHOPS BILL AND FORGERY BILL: Index to the Minutes of 
Evidence taken by the Joint Select Committee of the House 
of Lords and the House of Commons. H. of C. 91-Ind. 34d. 


THAMES CONSERVANCY : General Report of the Proceedings of 
the Conservators of the River Thames during 1915, with a 
Statement of the Accounts of the Conservators for that Year. 
H. of C. 56. 3d. 


Ltp., 10 Great Queen Street, 

















